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PREFACE 

Why a thesis on a harmony of the Gospels? How 

could such a study benefit Ambassador College and its 

students? Part of the answer lies in the importance the 

harmony plays in the lives of our freshman students. 

A. T. Robertson's A Harmony of the Gospelsl, as the fresh­

man Church History textbook, is the first detailed exposure 

to these students of the life of Jesus Christ. In a sense, 

this text (and, of course, the rest of the Bible) is the 

basis on which Christian lives are built! Guided by the 

instructor, the students follow the life of our Savior day 

by day, learn about His life and teachings, and come to see 

how vastly different He really is compared to what modern 

Christianity teaches. It is quite eye-opening, to say the 

least! Freshman students find to their amazement how dia-

metrically opposite Jesus' life really was to what they 

have always heard! 

Presently, we have a fair harmony in Robertson's 

BUT containing numerous errors, mostly minor but some 

rather major in significance. Protestant theology has 

obviously influenced the work. True, the instructor in 

1A. T. Robertson, A Harmony of the Gospels (New 
York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1950), 305 pp. 
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Church History can correct many of the important mistakes 

as he teaches the class. 

Perhaps having a Protestant textbook is psycholog­

ically better to use to teach the freshman class, thus 

allaying any doubts of some freshman students who may be 

prejudiced against a harmony produced by Ambassador <;olleg e. 

On the other hand, the great majority of our incoming 

students are already somewhat familiar with God's Truth and 

His Church and have come to Ambassador with the attitude 

of wanting to know more about the right ~ of life. 

That right way centers on our Savior Jesus Christ. 

So, in regards to some thing as vital as God's Word and its 

proper understanding, should we not have a harmony as 

error- free as possible? Freshman students would certainly 

benefit from such a work. 

· Ultimate Goal 

With the help of the Theology Department of the 

Graduate School, we could publish a new, accurate harmony 

if the Ambassador College executive administration deems 

this a worthwhile project and approves it~ 

Ideally, such a publication should: 

(1) be free from the theological errors of the one 

presently being used, such as incorrect order 

of events , .mistranslations, incorrect chron­

ological indications and references, and 

pseudo-spiritual Protestant subtitles; 
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(2) place improved emphasis on the revealed spirit­

ual knowledge of the Gospels through proper 

arrangement and division into appropriate 

sections; 

(3) allow instructors to concentrate on the spir ~ t­

ual aspects of the life and teachings of - Jesus 

Christ and the founding of the New Testament 

Church and not have to spend any more time than 

is absolutely necessary on the mechanical 

details of the arrangement of the four Gospels 

nor on the technical points of the Greek manu­

scripts and archaic King James word usage; 

(4) contain the following supplemental information: 

(a) the major theme of each Gospel--how the 

writer viewed Christ and His ministry, 

(b) scriptural and logical proof wherever pos­

sible to support the order of verses, 

(c) proper section titling and emphasis given 

to Holy Days since they are fundamental 

to the proper understanding of God's 

Master Plan, 

(d) a brief history of harmonies, and 

(e) appropriate tables, appendices, cross 

references, maps, and miscellaneous 

information. 

iv 



Thesis Goals 

Of course, it is beyond the scope of this Masters 

thesis to prepare completely the data for such a project. 

But a beginning can be accomplished! Therefore, this thesis 

will cover two basic areas. 

The first area of analysis vital to such a thesis 

is the construction of a proper chronological framework i n to 

which we could accurately place the events of Christ's life. 

This framework would start with known Biblical events, 

especially the Holy Days. The study of chronology is 

important to better understand Biblical events in light of 

secularly dated occurrences, to further substantiate the 

three and one-half year ministry of Jesus Christ, and 

perhaps, to open the Bible to new understanding! 

Secondly, there will be a detailed discussion and 

critical analysis of certain problem areas in our present 

Harmony since it is the accepted textbook now being used. 

Why? Because not all harmonists by any means agree on 

their order of the various events, let alone have them 

totally accurate! There is close agreement on many, if not 

a majority, of the different events in Christ's life. The 

theologians have done a marvelous job, though handicapped 

by false religion and lacking God's Holy Spirit to guide 

them! 
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History of Personal Research 

This thesis project had its beginning a number of 

years ago during my personal study of the Gospels, when the 

spotlight fell on Luke's order as a more accurate guide to 

a proper arrangement of the -four Gospels. - Luke records in 

1:1-4 the facts that he traced the course of all things 

accurately from the first and he wrote them in order. This 

is clearly seen in his Book of Acts which is in exact chron­

ological order. More will be said about this in the Intro­

duction to this thesis. 

In addition, Luke (and John) give practically all 

the exact chronological indications, i.e. God's Holy Day 

Feasts, Jewish holidays, and reigning kings and officials. 

Practically all harmonists use the Gospel of Mark 

as a reference standard, letting Matthew's, Luke's and 

John's accounts fit in as they agree. So this study and 

reconstruction of the harmony was quite a departure from 

the 11 accepted 11 and the "orthodox. 11 

But, amazingly enough, when a new arrangement was 

formulated using Luke (and the Truth) as a basis, it was 

found that not only is Luke in exact order, but so are Mark, 

John and those portions of Matthew's Gospel which are meant 

to be chronological! Some of Matthew's Gospel is a collec­

tion of parables, healings and miracles and is not neces­

sarily meant to be strictly chronological. 

Occasionally there were one or two verses which 
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seemed to be out of order, but when the author's purpose 

and motive for his arrangement were carefully analyzed, 

the anachronistic verses can be satisfactorily reconciled! 

Actually, when the arrangement of the events is 

analyzed in the light of I Corinthians 14:33, should we 

find the Gospel writers recording their events in any 

haphazard fashion? Obviously not! 

My personal study of harmonies has continued off 

and on for the past several years, and during that time I 

have discussed some difficult scriptures and new findings 

with Mr. Charles Hunting, Dr. Ernest Martin, Dr. Charles 

Dorothy and Mr. Ronald Kelly. I am indebted to these men 

for their assistance and inspiration. 

Of course, I do not claim to have all the answers 

to all the problems in the harmony. Some of my solutions 

might be judged educated guesses or only theories. But I 

do offer scriptural proof for what I propose! 

One Final Recommendation 

' •' . 

Since this thesis is analyzing Robertson's Harmony, 

it is recomi"Ttended that the reader have a copy handy. 

Numerous references will be made to his Sections and 

arrangements. Also, to avoid unnecessary footnoting, 

Robertson's work will simply be referred to as "Robertson's 

Harmony." All emphasis·in the text and scriptural refer-

ences are mine, and any emphasis in quotations, if mine, 

will be so indicated after the quotation. 
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IN'I'RODUCTION 

The Christian world has long been fired with the 

ambition to take the Gospe l to every inhabited corner of 

the earth. This zeal has inspired countless men to devote 

much of their entire lives serving as missionaries, min-

isters and teachers. Many theologians have devoted years 

to produce Bible helps for their fellow men. Witness the 

fantastic manhours required to assemble the concordances, 

and the life- long studies to write complete commentaries 

on the scriptures. Then there are Bible handbooks, lex-

icons, Biblical encyclopedias plus hundreds and hundreds· 

of Bible translations! 

Perhaps we should give thanks more often to these 

men, though (mostly) not converted nor possessing God's 

Holy Spirit as we understand it, yet who still gave their 

every effort to produce these helps for Christians today. 

Certainly one of the most profitable works ever 

accomplished for us--and especially for new "babes" in 

Christ--is the harmony of the life of Christ. Jesus Christ 

should be the center and the focal point of every new 

convert's life. The harmonies help the student grasp 

readily the life of our Savior in a way that a strong 

impact is made on his life. The harmony helps make Jesus 

ver y real! 



The- ink on the - first authographs of the Apostolic 

writers was only 100 years old when Tatian wrote his 

Diatessaron in the Syraic language ca. 173-175 A.D. Tatian 

blended the four Gospels into one narrative with a certain 

amount of freedom as shown by Hobson.l 
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Since then many scholars have constructed harmonies. 

Of the modern editions the one by Edward Robinson in 1845 

has had the most influence on harmony development. Riddle 

revised Robinson's harmony in 1889. Clark, using the 

Authorized Version of the Bible, divided the life of Christ 

according to the Feasts. Waddy produced a harmony in 1887 

using the Canterbury Revision. 

Then in June, 1893, Broadus broke away from the 

traditional division by Feasts and showed the historical 

development of Jesus's life. He too used the -Canterbury 

Revision. Stevens and Burton followed suit in December of 

1893. These latter two harmonies were the major ones used 

by students of the English Gospels for some 35 years. 

Kerr produced one in 1903 following the American 

Standard Version of the Scriptures, and harraonies in Greek 

continued to be published as well. Then in 1919 Van Kirk 

published a partial harmony, The Source Book of the Life of 

Christ, which was the first to place Mark in the first 

column instead of Matthew. 

1 
A. August Hobson, "The Diatessaron of Tatian and 

the Synoptic Problem, .. Historical and Linguistic Studies, 
Second Series Linguistic and Exegetical Studies, Vol. I, 
Part III, pp. 40-45,48. 



The publishers of our present Freshman Church 

History textbook, Robertson's Harmony, tell us on the front 

cover of the book's jacket the brief history of t his har-

mony: 

For more than a generation John A. Broadus' great 
work has been the standard Harmony of the Gospels. It 
has gone through many editions. Professor Robertson, 
famous the world over as a New Testament scholar, has 
rewritten and rearranged Broadus' book-, using for his 
text the Revised Version, and bringing to bear on it 
all the light of the latest findings in the field of 
New Testament research. College and Seminary Students, 
Sunday School Teachers and Pupils, Preachers and all 
Bible students will find this new Harmony unequalled 
for study purposes. · 

Besides Robertson's Harmony, I have in my posses-
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sion £or this study harmonies by Burton and Goodspeed, Gres-

well (four volumes of dissertations on selected harmony sub-

jects) 1 Mimpriss (an exhaustive work based on Greswell's 

Harmonica Evangelica), Riddle, Stevens and Burton, and 

Strong. 2 Mimpriss' work is the most comprehensive harmony 

I have ever seen: 1,022 pages 1 8 11 x 11 11 iD size, with 

analytical introductions, scripture illustrations, notes 

selected from various commentators, practical reflections, 

geographical notices, copious addenda and indexes. 

2Ernest De Witt Burton and Edgar Johnson Goodspeed, 
A Harmony of the Synoptic Gospels in Greek; Edward Gres-
well, Dissertations upon the Principles and Arrangement 
of an Harmony of the Gospels (hereafter referred to as 
Dissertations); Robert Mimpriss, The Gospel Treasury and 
Expository Harmony of the Four Evangelists (hereafter re­
ferred to as Gospel Treasury); M. B. Riddle, A Harmony of 
the Four Gospels in English (hereafter referred to as 
Harmony in English) ; 1\lm. Arnold Stevens and Ernest De Witt 
Burton, A Harmony of the Gospels; and James Strong 1 A New 
Harmony and Exposition of the Go-spels. 



"Since harmonists -do not totally agree on how the 

Gospels should be divided and organized to produce an 

accurate harmony, we need to establish certain basic 

premises on which to build such an accurate four-fold 

portrait of Christ. This thesis will then attempt to solve 

certain problems in Robertson's Harmony based on these 

established premises. 

First Premise 

There are t\vo ways of life- -that of giving and 

that of g~tting. God's Word shows that the former leads 

to real happiness, peace and contentment, but sadly this 

world has chosen the latter. As a result we have chaos 

and confusion today! Man has never been so mixed up, 

goalless, unhappy! What's the reason? 

.Most Christians still accept the Bible as God's 

Word. But more and more theologians question t .he infal­

libility of the scriptures, even question the divinity of 

Christ~ To many, the Bible has become a m~re collection 
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of uninspired (supernaturally) writings, ramblings of 

bewhiskered, old white-haired "prophets, .. the 11 acts" of 

Apost~es who had followed a Nazarene "do-gooder" who 

travelled around Galilee and Judea performing wonderful 

healings (or so His followers claimed) , and Who was finally 

killed and buried. Critics have a hard time explaining why 

His following and faith grew by leaps and bounds, of course! 

11 Truth" has become relative, depending on circum-



stances. Sociologists and psychologists term it "situation 

ethics" today. But Jesus said "Thy Word is Truth"! (John 

17:17). Fortunately, in this country to be a "Christian .. 

is still considered honorable. But to obey the scriptures 

implicitly, to try to follow the teachings of Jesus, to 

live as He did, to accept all the Bible as a guide book of 

life, is considered being just a bit "way out," "odd," 

"different," "fanatical." Yet many of this world's prob-

lems could be solved if mankind \vould only ". . • earnestly 

contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 

saints" (Jude 3). 

The Apostles did not have to recall from memory al l 

the myriad events, conversations, parables, miracles of 

5 

Jesus without some special assistance . Jesus promised that: 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, whom 
the · Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what ­
soever I have said unto you (John 14:26). 

In his letter to Timothy Paul said that "All scrip­

ture is given by inspiration of God {God breathed}, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness .. (II Tim. 3:16). 

The truth is that God inspired the four Gospel 

writers to record exactly what He wanted. This is further 

supported by Luke who wrote: "It seemed good to me also, 

having had perfect understanding of all things from the 

very first 11 (Luke 1: 3) . Actually Luke is telling us 

that he received his Gospel "from above"--from God in 

heaven by dire ct inspiration! Urquhart explains: 



Luke is made to say both in the Revised and 
Authorized Versions that he has "had perfect under­
standing of all things from the very first;" whereas 
what he does really say is that he has "had perfect 
understanding of all things from on high. " 
The {Greek} word anothen, which is here in our Version 
rendered "from the very first," is used in the sense 
of "from above" again and again in the New Testament 
itself. "Every good and every perfect gift," says 
James (1:17), "is anothen, 11 that is, "is from above." 
Twice again he used thw word, and both times in the 
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same sense. He speaks of the "wisdom which is anothen-­
from above." It occurs twice in John's Gospel with the 
same meaning: 11 He that cometh anothen--from above--is 
above all'1 (3:31); and "Jesus answered, thou couldest 
have no power at all a gainst Me, except it were given 
thee anothen--from above" (19:11). It is quite true 
that the word is used in the sense of 11 from the begin­
ning" in Acts 24:5, but why should we deny to it its 
more usual sense here (in Luke)--a sense which is--­
demanded by the-plain intention of the words?3 
(Italics mine.) 

So, Premise #1 is that God's Word--the Bible--has 

been inspired by Him and Jesus Christ His Son, and there-

fore if properly translated from the original autographs 

or official copies, the scriptures are totally true and 

are God's instructions to mankind on how to live a happy, 

prosperous life! 

Second Premise 

The Apostle Paul said in I Cor. 14:33: 11 For God is 

not the author of confusion, .. " Rather, He is the 

author of perfection, harmony, agreement! "Let all things 

be done decently and in order 11 added Paul in verse 40. 

3 John Urquhart, -The Bible: Whence It Came, ~Vha t It 
Contains, How to Read It, How to Use It; pp. 68-69. Also 
see Ernest Martin, Design and Developm~nt of the Holy 
Scriptures, Rev. Ed., pp. 303-304; J. H. Thayer, Greek­
English Lexicon bf the New Testament, p. 52, on Greek word 
&vw?Ev; and L. Gauss:n, The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy 
Scr1ptures, pp. 86-87. 



If we have accepted the first premise, then the 

second follows automatically. It is that God not only 

inspired the scriptures but did so accurate·ly,· in t·otal 

a:greemehtwith each other! (John 1 0 : 3 5 ) . -

By the time Luke ·was writing his Gospel, the 

Christian world was filled with fables and false gospels. 

Even.Peter realized this when God was inspiring him to 

prepare portions of the New Testament for canonization: 

"For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we 

,made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesu s 

Christ 1 but were eyewitnesses of his majesty" (II Peter 

1:16). Seeing this diversity of gospels being circulated, 

Luke records: 

Forasmuch as many .have taken in hand to set forth 
in order a declaration of those things which are most 
surely believed among us, 

.Even as they delivered them unto us, which were 
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word (Luke 1:1-2). 

Luke not only wanted to declare the truth of what 

the Gospel really was but wanted to record it in order: 

It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to 
write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus 
(Luke 1:3) . 

The Greek for "perfect in or~er" is 
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. Ka8s~~S according to the Greek New T~stament.4 

Thayer's LexiconS lists these definitions for aKplf3wc;: "to 

.4The Englishman's Greek New Testament (hereafter 
referred to as Englishman's Greek), p. 145. 

5Joseph Henry Thayer, A Gr~ek-English Lexicon of 
the New Testament (hereafter referred to as Greek Lexicon), 
PP • 241 313 • 



know accurately, to do exactly," ''to investigate dili-

gently 11 and 11 to learn exactly, ascertain. 11 Ka8s~nc; is 

defined as: "one after another, successively, in order." 

This same Greek word Ka8ssn~ is also used in Acts 11:4: 

11 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and 

expounded it ~ order to them, . II Luke was going to 

research carefully his material so that he could write a 

perfect, orderly Gospel! 

Godet adds this comment on Luke 1:3: 

• , the author hopes he shall be qualified to 
draw a consecutive picture, reproducing the actual 
course of events : .•. It is impossible in this 
connection to understand the phrase in order in the 
sense of a systematic classification-,-as Ebrard 
prefers; here the term must stand for a chronological 
order . 6 (First italics mine.) 

A close examination of the Book of Acts supports 

Luke's style of accurately, chronologically recording 

approximately thirty years of New Testament Church history. 

8 

Luke was no illiterate writer, but a highly skilled scholar. 

He is referred to as a 11 physician 11 in Col. 4:14 which shows 

he must have had some (!) formal training and education. In 

fact, Godet says this about Luke: 

The ci~cumstances that his profession was that of 
a physician is not unimportant; for it implies that he 
must have possessed a certain amount of scientific 
knowledge, and belon ged to the class of educated .men . 
• • . For these reasons, Luke must have possessed an 
amount of scientific and literary culture above that 
of most of the other evangelists and apostles .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not only is it {Luke's Gospel} written in most 
classical Greek, but it reminds us by its contents of 

6F. Godet, A Commenta ry on the Gospel of St . Luke, 
(hereafter referred to as ~ommenta!y on Luke), p. 38. 
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the similar preambles of the most illustrious Greek 
historians, especially those of Herodotus and Thycyd­
ides.7 

Should we not expect to find Luke's Gospel recorded 

accurately, logically, 11 in order 11 ! Godet gives his literal 

translation of Luke 1:3 as follows: 11 I have thought good 

also myself, after carefully informing myself of all these 

facts from their commencement, to write a consecutive 

account of them for thee, most excellent Theophilus"7 

(italics mine). 

Actually, as already mentioned in the Preface of 

this thesis, we should expect to find all the Gospels "in 

9 

order," rather than arranged in a hodgepodge of disconnected, 

illogical, contradictory fashions. Premise #2 states that 

the chronological and historical portions of the Gospels 

are in order. 

Third Premise 

Since Luke and John give most of the chronological 

indications--which now can be absolutely dated--these 

Gospels can be used as a framework into which we can place 

the different events. Wieseler supports this premise too: 

When we take a general view of the chronological 
character of the four Gospels, there can be no doubt, 
indeed it is generally admitted, that the most numerous 
or at least the most exact chronological dates and 
fulcra are furnished by John and Luke. John, as is 
well known, narrates the whole period of our Lord's 
public minis try in connection with His journeys to 
Jerusalem for the purpose of keeping the different 
Feasts, omitting no single Passover occurring during 

7rbid . , pp. 11, 38, 33-34. 



10 

this period, and even mentioning the one which was 
not kept by Him in Jerusalem {John 6:4}. He has 
therefore, by the very form of his narrative, furnished 
us with just such a scheme as -v1e should most desire, 
in which to arrange the individual Gospel facts. 
While Luke not only supplies us with several special 
dates of the greatest importance . • • , but has in 
his preface expressly stated his intention of narrating 
the events he wa~ about to record in this chronological 
order {Kaes~ns-). 

On the other hand Matthew is acknowledged as having 

some portions of his work a collection of parables, miracles 

and sayings. And Mark has few chronological indications. 

'chapter One of this thesis will reveal this more in detail. 

Premise #3 is 1 then, that we will use Luke and John 

(especially Luke) as the basic chronological framework to 

build solutions to harmony problems. Of course, both 

Matthew and Mark will certainly help fill the "gap" in some 

areas of Christ's ministry. All four Gospels are needed to 

tell the wh6le story! As Robertson saidi II The whole 

is infinitely richer than the picture given by any one of 

the Four Gospels."9 

Conclusion 

These premises combine to form the basis for the 

proposed solutions to the harmony problems discussed in 

this thesis. The key to applying these premises is to let 

the scriptures guide us into a complete understanding. We 

must not read into the scriptures what is not there. Pet 

8Karl Wieseler, A Chronological Synopsis of the 
Four Gospels, (hereafter referred to as Chronological 
Synopsis), p. 25. 

9Robertson, Harmony, p. 254. 
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theories, speculations and ideas must remain just that-­

theories, speculations and ideas--at least until they are 

proven to be absolutely true! Therefore, I present my 

suggested solutions to the reader for close examination and 

consideration. 

-It IS possible -to construct a tota-lly accurate 

harmony! Any verses out of order should have tangible, 

explainable reasons for their alternate order. Perhaps 

someday Ambassador College will be able to publish such a 

harmony! 



CHAPTER ONE 

CHRONOLOGICAL FRAPillWORK FOR A GOSPEL HAID10NY 

Considering the size of the C~ristian Church today, 

the thousands upon thousands of "Christian" ministers, and 

the voluminous record books about its beginning and fantas-

tic growth, why is _so little known about its Founder and 

Leader Jesus Christ? Scholars cannot agree on what He 

-taught- nor why; when He was- born, when His-ministry began, 

when He was crucified or when he was resurrected (if, 

indeed, they reason the resurrection really happened)! 

Even with the pages of the Bible open before him, 

one theological scholar Rhein says he cannot determine the 

length of Christ's ministry! This modern scholar even 

-claims that · the ·Bible can't be used to reconstruct the 

life of Christ! Notice: 

. the modern consensus is clear on the point that 
the life of Christ cannot be reconstructed from the 
Gospel material, nor yet from that added by Acts and 
the Epistles. The quest is e'ndless. The necessary 
material simply i~ not available. The Gospels do not 
contain it. If all the days described by them are 
added together, the period thus created is approx­
imately one month. Further the passages dealing with 
the nativity are subject to question. They are con­
tradictory and inconclusive. Complete chronology of 
the life following is non-existent. The original 
writings did not have as their purpose the introduc­
tion of an unknown person to subsequent generations; 
but were written for first century Christians. They 
are not, therefore, a source of Christianity, but a 
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product of it.l 

But is this so? Has the creator of Heaven and 

Earth left us in the dark about His purpose for coming to 

this earth? Hardly! Contrary to modern scholarship, Jesus 

Christ has left us a wealth of material about His life and 

purpose! We need not be in the dark about His ministry in 

spite of what "experts" say: 

All clues as to the length of Christ's ministry 
indicate a period of almost incredibly brevity--at 
the least six months (Luke) at the most a little 
over two years (John) . The exact time is not of 
great importance . 

The route of his travels cannot be exactly 
determined. A quick summ3ry of John's account reveals 
at once the problems raised by any attempt to recon­
struct Christ's journeys from the Gospels .. 
The synoptic material even less explicit and more 
brief, depicts a Galilean ministry of uncertain 
length followed by a short time in Jerusalem. 2 

Yet a proper chronological framework cannot be 

built without understanding the basic truth of the length 

of Christ's ministry! Is this truth lost forever? 

Length of Christ's Ministry 

Robertson's Harmony contains an appendix, 11 Notes on 

Spe'~s:;al Points," which summarizes nicely the various theories 

on the length of Christ's ministry: 

(1) The Bi-pa~chal theory makes the time of the 
public life of Jesus one year, allowing only two Pass­
overs to the Gospel of John. Browne in his Ordo 
Saeclorum advocates this view. But the word"S;"the 

1Francis Bayard ·Rhein, An Analytical Approach to 
the New Testament, p. 45. 

2 Ibid. 1 pp. 53-54. 



Passover," in John 6:4 must be omitted, and for this 
there is not enough documentary evidence .••. 

(2) The Tri-paschal theory finds only three Pass­
overs in the life of Christ . Hence the public work 
of Jesus would be from two to two and a half years 
in length. This view is quite possible, as is shown 
in the Harmony. These writers usually make the feast 
of John 5:1 Purim before the Passover of John 6:4, 
or Pentecost after it. 

(3) The Quadri-paschal theory contends for four 
Passovers and a minis-try of from three to three and 
a half years . This theory follows from making John 
5:1 a Passover or Purim before or Pentecost or Taber­
nacles after an unnamed Passover. This seems to be 
the more probably length of the Saviour's public 
work on earth .... 3 

There can be no doubt how long Jesus continued in 

His ministry! Ambassador College has published numerous 

booklets and articles4 to substantiate these basic fact s : 

(1) Jesus was born in the autumn of 4 B.C. 
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(2) He began His ministry in the autumn of 27 A.D. 

when He was "abouJc thirty years of age." 

(3) His ministry lasted three and one half years, 

until His death in the spring of 31 A.D. 

Daniel's Seventy Weeks Prophecy {Dan. 9) proves 

these points adequately. Artaxerxes' decree was made in 

457 B.C. as shown by an Ambassador College publication5 , the 

Biblical scholar Halley6 and others. Since a day is to be 

taken as a year in fu~filled prophecy (Num. 14:34, Eze.4:6), 

3Robertson, Harmony, p. 270. 

4Ernest Martin r "When Was Christ Born?~~, ._The Plain 
Truth, Dec. 1961; and Herbert W. Armstrong, The Resur­
rection was NOT on Sunday, Ambassador College booklet, 1952. 

Swilliam F. Dankenbring, 11 Daniel Nine Proves Jesus 
Is the Christ, 11 'Ehe Plai~_!ruth, 1965 . 

6Henry H . . Halley I Bible Handbook r pp. 320-321. 
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Daniel's prophecy reveals that the Messiah was to be cut 

off half way through His last "week" (or severi years) o f the 

70 "weeks" (490 years) in the autumn of 27 A.D., and con-

tinued three and one half years until Passover 31 A.D. 

Of course, the quadri-paschal ministry of Christ 

can further be proved by the Gospel record itself. The 

harmony reveals four separate Passover/Unleavened Bread 

festivals, as well as other Holy Days during Christ's 

ministry. Being absolutely fixed within the calendar, the 

Holy Days provide key reference points in our framework. 

Luke and John give us the most data on these Holy 

Days. Robertson's Harmony clearly shows a number of these 

chronological checkpoints. The four Passovers/Unleavened 

Bread festivals are covered in his Sections 31, 50, 72 and 

145. (Appendix 1 provides the exact calendar dates.) Here 

are the key scriptures: 

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem (John 2:13). 

And it came to pass on the second sabbath after the 
first, that he went through the corn fields; and his-­
disciples plucked the ears of corn, and did eat, 
rubbing them in their hands (Luke 6:1). 

And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh 
(John 6:4) . 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that this hour was come that he should depart out 
of this world unto the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end 
(John 13:1). 

Notice that John each time refers to a Pas~over by 

name. Some speculate that the "feast" mentioned in John 5:1 

is the missing fourth Passover, reasoning that having 
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mentioned three Passovers specifically, John would surely 

have included the ·fourth. But just as logically, would not 

John had been more specific in his naming of the feast in 

Chapter 5? The very fact that he did not call it a Passover 

leads us to believe that it may have been one of the other 

Feasts. We shall discuss this feast later in the chapter. 

In any case, the other Passover is clearly given in 

Luke 6:1 but needs some explanation due to the KJV trans ­

lation. · Wieseler? waxes eloquent for some fourteen pages 

only to conclude that Luke 6:1 is referring to the first 

Sabbath in Nisan . Godet8 likewise discusses the various 

theories on explaining what Sabbath Luke was referring to, 

only to come up with wrong answers! The JBC comes closer: 

"The reference would be to a Sabbath, the second after 

Passover but the first after the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. "9 The Greek expression oaSSaTlf oe:ue:po1rpGnltl used by 

Luke literally means "Sabbath (the) second first," or 

"first after the second" according to Greswell.10 He 

further analyzes this verse to mean. the first Sabbath after 

the Wave Sheaf offering day. Since the fifteenth of Nisan, 

the first High Sabbath of Unleavened Bread, . in 29 A.D. fell 

on a Sunday, this explan~tion cannot be right. The Old 

7wieseler, Chronological Synopsis, pp. 222-235. 

8Godet, Commentary on Luke, pp. 182-183. 

9Raymon d E. Brown, et al., editors, The Jerome 
Biblical Commenta£Y_, Vol. II,p. 135. 

10Gre swell, Dissert~tions, Vol. II, pp. 300-319. 

· .. -} 
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Testament law required the Wave Sheaf to be offered after 

t.he 'itveekly Sabbath tr..at occurred during the Feast (Lev. 

23:10-11}. In the year 29 A.D. the weekly Sabbath and the L e v, ?7 
<~/ \,_. .,, ... / ........ 

last High Day of the Feast coincided on Nisan 21, putting ~~ 

the ·wave Sheaf offering day outside the Feast on Sunday 

the 22nd. We must conclude that Luke was simply referring 

to this las~ High Sabbath, or double Sabbath, the 21st of 

Nisan and second Holy Day of the sacred year. This is the 

conclusion reached also by Westberg.ll It's interesting 

to note that at l~ast all of the discussion on Luke 6:1 

centers on an early sprin9time. 

Other Holy Days in the Harmony of the Gospels 

There are three other Holy Days or Jewish feasts 

specifically mentioned by name in the Gospels. Each can be 

absolutely dated, although the first Passover mentioned by 

Luke--Robertson's Section 18--occurred when Christ was 

only twelve years old (10 A.D.) and doesn't help build 

detail into our chronological framework of Christ's min-

istry. 

More important to our discussion is the feast of 

John 7, Sections 94 qnd 96 in Robertson's Harmony_, called 

specifically the Feast of Tabernacles. This Feast fell 

after the third Passover in 30 A.D. (John 6:4) but before 

the fourth Passover in 31 A.D. (John 13:1). According to 

our basic premise of the Gospels being in order, this 
.• ----

11Frie drich Westberg, Die Biblische Chronolog~e, 
p. 122. 
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Feast of Tabernacles and I.ast Great Day (John 7:37} had to 

occur in the fall of. 30 A.D. (See Appendix l for precise 

dates.) 

The other specifically named Feast is covered by 

Robertsonls Section lll..-.~Jesus at a Feast of Dedication in 

Jerusalem, John 10:22. This feast is dated only a few 

months after Tabernacles, in December 30 A.D. 

The Unname d Feast of John 5 

Much discussion by scholars has been made to try to 

identify the feast in John 5, Rober tson's·section 49. Some 

speculate it is a Passover, as already mentioned; others, 

Purim or one of the other festivals. 

Robertson sums up some of the "ideas" about. this 

feast in his "Notes on Special Points:" 

. 1. The Feast of Dedication has been proposed by 
Kepler and Petavius. But this view has met with no 
great amount of favor, for there is too short an inter­
val between the first Passover and December, when it 
occurred . , but this feast was not one of the 
great feasts and would hardly have dra~n Jesus all the 
way from Galilee to attend it. 

2. The Feast of Tabernacles is advocated by Ebrard, 
Ewald, Patritius. It is very unlikely that the Feast 
of Tabernacles after the first Passover could be meant, 
as the Saviour did not return to Galilee for some time 
afterwards. He could hardly have come back so soon to 
Jerusalem. 

3. The Feast of Purim, first suggested by Kepler, 
has had great favor with modern harmonists, but appar­
ently more on sentimental than on scholarly grounds . 

. The man who was healed at this feast was healed 
on the Sabbath (John 5:9), and this occasioned the out­
burst among the people. But the Feast of Purim was 
never celebrated on the Sabbath, and when it came on a 
Sabbath it was postponed. See Reland, Antiq. Sacr.4,9. 

4. Pentecost is held to be the feast here alluded 
to by many early and some later writers, such as 
Chrysostom, Cyril of Alexandria, Erasmus, Calvin, 
Bengel, etc. Norris makes it the Pentecost after the 



first Passover, but to do this, has to crowd into this 
short interval Christ 1 s first Judean ministry, the 
journey through Samaria together 'i"li th -the first part 
of his Galilean ministry. So this idea has little 
weight. McClellan argues that the allusions of Jesus 
in John 5:17-47, 11 infallibly point to Pentecost," 
meaning the Pentecost after a second Passover that is 
not mentioned. 

19 

5. The Passover has always met with many adherents, 
being the second Passover in the Saviourts ministry and 
making four inall. . . The argumen:ts in favor of 
this interpretation are the most satisfactory. We 
cannot consider them as absolutely conclusive, yet the 
Passover meets all sides of the case better than any of 
the other feasts.l2 

There are many other dissertations by other scholars 

too, but the lack of clues in the harmony makes it difficult 

if not impossible to absolutely identify this feast. 

Unfortunately, our basic premises cannot come to 

our rescue except to identify the year (or years} this 

feast occurred. Since John's first Passover is found in 

2:13 and his third in 6:4, according to our basic premises 

this unnamed feast must have fallen between Passover 28 A.D. 

and Passover 30 A.D. Actually, the event that John records 

just before John 5 is the miraculous healing at Cana 

(John 4:46-54), late spring 28 A.D. A period of almost 

two years elapses while John records only one event--the 

Feast of Chapter 5! 
. 

Can the content of the scriptures in John 5 help us 

unravel this mystery? First, notice verse 1: "After these 

things there was a feast of the Jewsi and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem." What "things" was John referring to? The 

previously mentioned events included the great healing at 

12Rober tson, Harmony, pp. 267-269. 
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Cana after Jesus' return from Jerusalem into Galilee. But 

following Christ 1 s return and His calling of the disciples 

(Section 41 of Robertson's Harn1on_y) , Jesus toured all of 

Galilee for several months at least (Section 44}. There is 

no indication of His leaving His tour partially completed 

in order to return to Jerusalem to keep a Feast. Therefore, 

we can narrow down our "range" of time in which this feast 

may have occurred to at least the late summer or early fall 
I 

of 28 A.D. to Passover 30 A.D. 

Does John 5:10 give us a clue? "The Jews therefore 

said unto him that \'las cured, It is the sabbath day: it is 

not lawful for thee to carry thy bed." Is John telling us 

that this particular feast fell on a weekly Sabbath? 

During the ·two year period in question only the Day of 

Atonement in 28 A.D. or the last Holy Day of Unleavened 

Bread in 29 A.D. fulfill this requirement. But there are 

two arguments against this. First, all Holy Days are 

considered Sabbaths, although John does once refer to the 

15th of Nisan as a "High Sabbath" (John 19:31). Secondly, 

John 5:1 does not necessarily mean that the healing of the 

infirmed man occurred on the Feast day. The verse merely 

says fhat Jesus went u~ to Jerusalem. There can be a 

break in time between verses 1 and 2. We cannot conclu-

sively prove the identity of this unnamed feast on this 

point alone. 

What about the subject of Jesus 1 discourse? God 

commands His ministers to "preach meat in due season" 
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(Lev. 23:4, II Tim. 4:2), meaning to preach on the meaning_ 

of the Holy Day he and his congregation are observing. The 

context of verses 21 through 31 clearly is concerning the 

resurrection of the dead and judgment. These are events 

associated 'li-Ti th the return of Jesus Christ_ to this earth, 

pictured in God's Holy Day plan by the Feast of Tru~mpets 1 

On this one proof alone, identification could be possible ! 

I have chosen to name it either the second Passover 

in 29 A.D. or the Feast of Tr1~pets in 28 A.D. in Table 1 

at the end of this chapter. Nost harmonists make John 5 

a Passover and present some weighty evidence to this effect. 

On the other hand, the Apostle John, writing last of all 

the Gospel ·authors and having their works in front of · him 

as he wrote, could have filled in one of the major details 

left out by the synoptic authors. They covered rathe r 

completely the summer Galilean tour of 28 A.D. and all the 

events following the second Passover in 29 A.D. but cov-

ered nothing of the fall festivals in 28 A.D. John may 

have given us the "filler." Otherwise the]:'e j_s a "gap 11 of 

more than six months in the ministry of Jesus of which 

nothing is recorded! 
. 

Not all the evidence is in yet, so we cannot close 

the case of this unnamed feast! God has not yet revealed 

to us which Holy Day this wasl 

A Hidden Feast 

There is strong evidence to support one other Feast 

in the Gospels. But an incorrect KJV translation has 



hidden this fact! Notice Luke 4;16: "And he came to 

Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and 1 as his 

custom \,.ras, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 

and stood up for to read." 'I'his seems like a regular 

Sabbath being described, but a closer look at the original 

Greek reveals an interesting fact! The Greek for "on the 

sabbath day" is n~spq. TWV 0o.BSchwvl3 and means 11 0n the day 

of the Sabbaths (plura l) , or 11 on the Day of weeks" since 

Sabbath and week are sometimes used interchangeably. The 

late spring Feast called the Feas·t of Weeks in the Old 

Testament is Pentecost! Is there other evidence besides 

the original Greek to support the fact that Luke 4;16 

refers to Pentecost? Yes! 

Note first that Luke, writing the Book of Acts, 

used the same Greek expression in Acts 16:13, again incor-

rectly translated in the KJV as Sabbath (singular) . But 

the Pentecost in Acts 16 was very special. It was exactly 

19 years since the New Testament Church was founded in 31 

A.D. until this Pentecost in 50 A.D. Jesus had commanded 

His apostles to witness in Jerusalem, in all Judea and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 
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1:8). But for nineteen years the Apostles were confined to 

Asia Minor. Notice Acts 16:6-10: 

Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy 
Spirit to preach the word in Asia, 

After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go 
into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 

13Eng!ishmants Greek, p. 159. 



And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 
And a vision appeared to J?aul in the night; There 

· stood a - roan ·Of Hacedonia, and prayed hi.m, saying, 
Come over into Hacedon.ia, and help us. · 

And after he had seen the vision, immediately we 
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel 
unto them. 

God gave Paul a vision to tell him the time had 
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come to take the Gospel into Europe as well! They tiavelled 

to Philippi and abode there certain days (verse l2}. Their 

first preaching service, or witnessing, was on tha Faast 

of Pentecost! 

Tradition has it that another nineteen year time 

cycle passed, until Pentecost 69 A.D., when Godts people 

were supernaturally warned to flee from Jerusalem before 

its destruction! God is working on an exact time schedule! 

What is the time setting of Luke 4:16? Jesus had 

been in Jerusalem for the Passover and Days of Unleavened 

Bread. Following this He' returned through Sillnaria to 

Galilee. Before His arrival in Capernaum, His new home, 

Jesus is rejected at Nazareth (Robertson's Section 39--

Luke 4:16-31). Then He calls His disciples and begins an 

·· · extended tour of Galilee, as already mentiened in this 

chapter. The time setting of this rejection is lata spring, 

about the time of Pentecost! 

16:17: 

What did Jesus read in the Nazareth synagogue? Luke 

"And there was delivered unto him the book of the 

prophet Esaias (Isaiah) , And when he had opened the book, 

he found the place where it was written." Jesus v--as handed 

the book of Isaiah? Why? Was he expected to read from 



that book that day? 

The Jewish custom was to re~d ceitain scriptures 

throughout a thiee year period--called the Triennial Cycle 

of Readings. The Jewish Encyclopedial4 gives an elaborate 

chart of these readings. lffi~t was read on Pentecost? The 
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first year: Josh. 24:3-18, Isa. 40:27 and Gen. 12:1; the 

second year: Isa. 60:17-61:9, I Kings 6:11-13 and Ex. 26:1; 

the third year: Num. 17:16 and Ezek. 44:15. 

Jesus read Isa. 61 : 1·- 2_, part of the second year 

Triennial Cycle Readings~ Coincidence? Or is there 

special significance in His choice of scripture? Was Jesus 

making a special proclamation? If so, what? The full 

significance of this Pentecost in 28 A.D. will be explained 

in Chapter Four! 

Relative Chronological Indications 

We have exhausted our absolutely dated events with 

which to build our framework. Can we now add some "flesh 11 

on our "skeleton" framework? Robertson's Sections that 

provide this additional data are shown in Table 1 on the 

following page. These events are generally self-explan-

atory, requiring no idterpretation of scripture. 

Subsequent chapters of this thesis will add several 

other important chronological checkpoints. 

--------·--·~·· ·--

14"TrL, !Y>l.i.. al Cycle 1 " Jewish Encyclopedia 1 1905, 
Vol. XII, pp. 25G-2 57. 



TABLE 1 

CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR A GOSPEL HARMONY 

Sect. 

4* 
5 
6-8 
8 
10 
12 
13 
16 
18 
20 
24 
25 
31 
32 
39 
49 

50 
72 
85 
94 
96 

Event--Abbreviated 

Annunciation tro Zecharias 
Annunciation to Mary 
Mary's stay with Elizabeth 
Birth of John the Baptist 
Birth of Jesus 
Circumcision 
Presentation in the Temple 
Return to Nazareth from Egypt 
Jesus at Jerusalem, age twelve 
Beginning of John's ministry 
Christ's baptism 
Christ's temptations 
Cleansing of the Temple 
Interview with Nicodemus 
Christ's rejection at Nazareth 
Unnamed Feast . in Jerusalem 

Sabbath controversy 
First retirement 
Transfiguration of Jesus 
Feast of Tabernacles 
Great Day of the Feast 

Scripture 

Luke 1:5 
Luke 1:26 
Luke 1:56 
Luke 1:57 
Luke 2:1 
Luke 2:21 
Luke 2:22 
Matt.2:19 
Luke 2: 4 1 
Luke 3:1 
Luke 3:23 
Luke 4:1 
John 2:13 
John 2:23 
Luke 4:16 
John 5:1 

Luke 6:1 
John 6:4 
Luke 9:28 
John 7:2 
John 7:37 

* Sections 4 through 16 expounded in Chapter Two 

Chronology 

June 3 to June 16, 5 B.C. 
ca. Dec., 5 B.C. 
ca. Dec., 5 B.C. to Mar., 4 B.C. 
ca. end Mar. to Apr. 11, 4 B.C. 
ca. Sept. 22, 4 B.C. 
ca. Sept. 30, 4 B.C. 
ca. Nov. 1, 4 B.C. 
ca. Mar. 13, 3 B.C. 
Passover, Apr. 16, 10 A.D. 
ca. Passover, Apr. 9, 27 A.D. 
ca. Trumpets, Sept. 20, 27 A.D. 
ca. Oct. to Nov., 27 A.D. 
Passover, Apr. 26, 28 A.D . 
Unleavened Bread, Apr. 27--May 3 
Pentecost, June 21, 28 A.D. 
Trumpets, Oct. 7, 28 A.D. 

or 
Passover, Apr. 16, 29 A.D. 
Unleavened Bread, Apr. 23, 29 A.D . 
Passover, Apr. 5, 30 A.D. 
ca . Trumpets, Sept. 16, 30 A.D. 
Tabernacles, Sept. 30--0ct. 6 
Last Great Day, Oct. 7, 30 A.D. 



TABLE 1--Continued 

Sect. Event--Abbreviated Scripture Chronology 

111 Feast of Dedication John 10:22 Dedication, Dec. 9,. 30 A.D. 
128b Entry into Jerusalem Luke 19:2 8 Friday Eve, Apr. 20, 31 A.D. 
129 Cleansing of the Temple Luke 19:45 Sabbath, Apr. 21, 31 A.D. 
143 Preparation for the Passover Luke 22:7 Tuesday, Apr. 24, 31 A.D. 
14:'~ J e sus partakes of the Passover Luke 22:14 Tuesday evening , Apr. 24, 31 A.D. 
164 Jesus crucified Luke 23:33 Wednesday, Apr. 25, 31 A.D . 
171 Visit of women to the tomb Luke 24:1 Sunday, Apr. 29, 31 A.D. 
178 First appea~ance to disciples John 20:19 Sunday evening , Apr. 29, 31 A.D. 
179 Second appearance to disciples John 20:26 Monday, May 7, 31 A.D. 
180 Third appearance to disciples John 21 Later 1.veeks 
184 Ascension to heaven Luke 24:5 0 June 8 or 9, 31 A.D., 

( ' 

- ~--·~·- ·---------~· -·---- -----------



CHAPTER T~\10 

"NOW THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRI S'r 

WAS ON THIS WISE"--JI'.l.ATT. 1:18 

It was a beautiful clear December night in Bethle-

hem, Judea. The stars shone brightly! especially the one 

followed by the three wise men riding on camel back. They 

had journeyed afar from the East to see the newly born 

Messiah, to worship Him and to present Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. The s·tar guided them to a lowly 

manger where the Christ child was found with His mother 

Mary lying wrapped in swaddling clothes. Shepherds gazed 

on as a bright halo of light seemed to emanate from 

Christ's head. 

Probably no scene has been more often pictured, 

retold or portrayed than the nativity scene just described. 

The hear t of Christianity seems to center on the Christian 

holidays of Christmas and Easter. The Christmas pageant 

with all its bright, beautiful lights, gaily decorated 

trees, gorgeous, memorable music--and especially the open-

ing of present~--yearly thrills millions of 6hildren. The 

Christmas spiri t of Peace, Goodwill Towards Men permeates 

this season. 

To su9(~:o st for a moment that most of this story is 

sheer fabricatiun ~-that it's based on pagan superstition--



is heretical to say the least! How dare you deny the 

children this wonder;t;ul time and deeply religious lesson! 

BUT the real truth IS vastly differen·t! 
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On Christmas the Christian world focuses its atten­

tion on a babe in a manger, or at Easter on a dead Christ 

on a cross. They dontt understand--but soon will - -that 

their devotion should be directed to a living_, dynamic 

Christ, seated on His Fatherts right hand, Who is now 

readying Himself for His dramatic, awesome return to this 

earth! 

By following pagan customs, this world has missed 

the real point of why Jesus came to this earth. THEY'VE 

GOT THE "FACTS" ALL NI..XED UP! 

Robertson's Harmony, following the accepted Prot­

estant understanding, makes several basic errors in 

presenting the story of Christ's birth. Utilizing our 

basic premises, can we reconstruct ~1hat really happened, 

when and where? 

Most assuredly! 

Table 2 on the following page shows Robertson 1 s 

arrangement. The events and places are typical of Protes­

tant harmonies and basically correct. Robertson's dates 

are all one or two years off as already demonstrated in 

Chapter One. 

Note that all the scriptures given by Matthew and 

Luke for this part are in consecutive order and basically 

correctly divide d. 



TABLE 2_ 

THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF THE BAPTIST AND OF JESUS 

Sect. Section ~itle--Abbreviated Time Place Matt. Luke 

~~ 4 

# 6 

# 7 

# 8 

# 9 

#10 

#11 

#12 

#13 

#14 

#15 

#16 

#17 

#18 

Annunciatio~ of John 1 s Birth Prob. B.C. 7 Jerusalem 1:5-25 

Annunciation of Christ's Birth Prob. B.C. 7-6 Nazareth 1:26-38 

Song of Elizabeth Judea 1:39-45 

Magnificat of Mary Judea 1:46-56 

Birth of, John and Childhood B.C. 7 or 6 Judea 1:57-80 

Annuncia~ion to Joseph 
; 

Nazareth 1:18-25 

Birth of Jesus Prob. B.C. 6-5 Bethlehem 2:1-7 

Praise of the Angels near Bethlehem 2:8-20 
! 

Circumci'sion of Jesus Bethlehem 2:21 

Presentation in the Temple Jerusalem 2:22-38 

Magi Visit the New Born King Be t hlehem 2:1-12 

Child Carried to Egypt Prob. B.C. 5 2:13-18 

Child Brought from Egypt Prob. 4 B.C. 2:19-23 2:39 

Childhood of Jesus Prob. B. C.4-A.D.7 Nazareth 2:40 

Visit ofl the Boy Jesus Prob. A.D. 7-8 Jerusalem 2:41-50 

I 
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· The Birth of Jesus. 

There•s probably been more speculation, reasoning 

and exhaustive writing on Christts birthdate than on any 

other date in history! Since the scriptures have hidden 

this date so well-~actually never revealing it--man ought 

to get the hint that he is not supposed to know itl _Pagan 

superstition has bequeathed us December 25, but many knowl-

edgeable scholars recognize hmv illogical and wrong this 

is. Wieseler waxes eloquent for 102 page.§_ on the subject 

of when Christ was born only to conclude: 

Thus much however we may s afely deduce from our 
data, that Jesus could hardly have been born before 
the corrunencement of ,January, 750 A.U.C. {equivalent 
to our 4 B.C.}, and probably a little later. 

• It follows that at latest Jesus must have been 
born forty odd days before Herod 's death, which 
brings us to February, 750 A.U.C., as the latest date 
for the birth of Jesus. 

The result of our investigation as to the exact date 
of our Lord's birth, then 1 is as follows--that the 
day cannot now be determined at all; while, as regards 
the months, our choice lies between the close of 
December, January, and February, of which, however 
DecetrlbeY .. is ·the least probable, January more so, and 
February decidedly the most probable of all.l 

Wieseler2 also supplies us with a table showing the dates 

assigned by ancient and modern chronologers to the birth 

of Christ. The closest "guess" is nearly three months offl . 
Other scholars have likewise failed to understand the 

scrip·tures. 

The approximate time of Jesus' birth in 4 B.C. is 

not hard to fix, having already ascertained in Chapter One 

lwieseler, Chronological Synopsis, pp. l37-l38, 142. 
2 rbid . , p. 461. 



that His ministry began in 27 ,A.D. when He was about 30 

years old (I,uke 3:23}.. The key is found in Luke 1: 5--the 
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course of Abij ah. As shown in the article "1\lhen was Christ 

Born?"3 the period of service in the Temple at Jerusalem for 

Zacharias extended from Iyar 27 (June 3] to Sivan 11 (June 

16), 5 B.C. Having finished his service, Zacharias -

returned home (Luke 1:23}. Undoubtedly, his wife Elizabeth 

conceived shortly thereafter, sometime in the latter half 

of June. She hid herself five months (vs. 25} 1 until the 

end of November, and then following the normal gestation 

perio<l, bore John near the end of March or the beginning 

of .April 4 B.C. 1 just before Passover, April 11. 

Nary conceived by God~ s Holy Spirit some·time in 

December, 5 B.C.--Elizabeth's sixth mon-th (Luke 1:26-27, 

36). These dates are significant because they fix the 

birth of Jesus just six months later than that of John. 

Following the angel's message to her, Mary hastened 

into the hill country to see Elizabeth (vs. -39) where she 

abode for three months (vs. 56). If we follow our premises 

of t he introduction to this thesis, Luke has Nary retur~ing 

home before John is born, perhaps to ready herself and 

family to go to Jerusalem to observe the Passover. 

Godet does not agree: 

Ver. 56 is a historical conclusion. Did the 
departure of Mary take place before the birth of John 
the Baptist? We might suppose so from the particle 

3Martin , Plain Truth, December 1 1961. 
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6f and the aorist ~n~fia8n (ver . 57), which very 
naturally imply a historical succession. But, on the 
other hand, it would be hardly natural that Mary should 
leave at a time when the expected deliverance of 
Elizabeth was so near at hand. This verse, therefore, 
must be regarded as a historical anticipation, such 
as i~ frequently found in Luke. Cornp. 1:6 5, 3:19, 2 0 
etc. 

The J BC agrees with this interpretation of verse 56: 11 Luke 

stylistically closes the scene~ Mary must have remained 

longer, in order to be of service at the birth of John the 

Baptist." 5 

This conclusion does seem reasonable and does not 

contradict our basic premises. Luke changes the subject 

in verse 57 to deal with the birth of John, not mentioning 

Mary again in this account. Technically speaking, then, 

Luke's verses are in proper order. Mary may have stayed 

until John's birth, but she could just as well have gone 

home prior to the birth. Surely Elizabeth did not need 

Mary's help in any case. I'll let the reader speculate 

on this minor point. 

Upon her return home Mary--now over three months 

pregnant--was found by Joseph to be with Child (Matt. 

1: 18) . Apparently I'1ary had not told Joseph of the angelic 

message to her for Joseph was ready to put her away (vs. 19) 

until the angel appeared unto him to tell him of Jesus' 

miraculous conception (vs. 20). 

4_ Godet, Commentary on Luke, p. 6 6 

5 Brown, et al, editors, The Jerome Biblical 
Commentary, Vol. II, p. 12 3. 
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Just prior to their son's birth, Joseph and Mary 

travelled to Bethlehem to be enrolled. Caesar Augustus 

decreed this when Quirin us \vas Governor of Syria (q. v. 
. .... .. 

booklet The CrucifL'{ion ~as Not on Friday6}. 

The birth of Jesus occurred six monthB after John's 

birth, or near the end of September, 4 B.C o The Feast of 

Trumpets that year was Sabbath, September 22. Because of 

the meaning of this Holy Day in God's plan--the re~curn of 

Jesus Chris·t to this earth and the establishment of His 

Father's Government--we can speculate that Christ \'las born 

on Trumpets, 4 B. c. This would be His first_ coming to 

this world. The. general time of the year~-autunm-,.-agrees 

with the practices of sheepherders in Palestine who still 

kept their flocks -in the field at night (Luke 2:8). 

Mimpriss has this co~ment: 

Remaining out of doors, under the open sky, with 
their flocks. This was commonly done. The climate 
was mild; and, to keep their flocks from straying, 
they spent the night with them. It is also a fact 
that the Jews sent out their flocks into the moun­
tainous and desert regions during the summer months 1 

~nd took them up in the latter part of October or 
the first of November, when the cold weather com­
menced. 7 

A Ke¥ Verse Misplaced 

The crux to understand properly the sequence of 

events following Christ's birth is a misplaced verse, Luke 

2:39, incorrectly included in Section 16, page 13, of 

6Herman L. Hoeh, The Crucifixion Was Not on Friday, 
Ambassador College, ~968, p. 26. 

7Mimpris s, Gospel Treasury, p. 34. 
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Robertson~s division of scripture places this verse 

parallel with Matt. 2:23, the return of Christ fro:m E~ypt 

to Nazareth . By so doing thi s , Robertson is denying that 

Jesus was taken back to Nazareth after his birthJ All 

events between Jesus 1 birth and His flight ·to Egypt take 

place in Bethlehem or Jerusalem, according to Robertson. 

Notice Table 2, page 29, again. 

But is this true? There can be no question about 

the presentation in the Temple; That had to be in Jeru­

salem. What about the visit of the Magi? Does Matt. 2:8 

say this visit was at Bethlehem? Tradition has them paying 

their homage there. Tradition is seldom r ight, though! 

Let's see what Luke 2:39 says: "And when they had 

performed all things according to the law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 11 

WhaJc does 11 all things 11 refer to? All the events concerning 

their escape to Egypt and return? That's rather vague 

since Luke does not mention one word of their flight! And 

what "law of the Lord 11 corrunanded them to flee to Egypt? 

We do have a 11 law 11 to flee out ?f spiritual Egypt--sin--but 

none to flee into Egypt--into sinl Robertson would have 

us accepting this one verse as Luke's explanation of the 

flight into Egyptl 



BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OP THE B,1PTIST AND OP JESUS § 18 

§ 16. THE CIDLD BROUGHT FROM EGYPT TO 
NAZARETH 

Probably n.c. 4 

Matt. 2:H'r--23 j 
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 
, of the Lord appcarcth in a dream to Joseph in 
120 Egypt, saying, Arise and take the young chiid 

and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: 
21 for ~hey are dead that sought the young child's 

life. And he arose and took the young child 
and his mother, and came into the land of Is-

22 rael. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid t.o go thither; and being 

23 warned of God in a dream, he withdrew into 
the parts of Galilee, and came and dwelt in a 

_city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken 1by the prophets,* that he 
should be called a N azarcue. 

1 Or, through. 

Luke 2:3(} 

39 And when they 
had accomplished 
all things that were 
according to the law 
of the Lord, they 
retrnned into Galilee, 
to their own city 
Nazareth. 

§ 17. THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS AT NAZARETH 

Probably B.C. 4 to A.D. 7 

Luke 2:40 
4.0 And the child grew, and waxed strong, tfillcd with wisdom; and the 

grace of God wa.s upon him. 

§ 18. THE VISIT OF THE BOY JESUS TO JERUSALEM 
WHEN TWELVE YEARS OLD 

Probably A.D. 7 or 8 

Luke 2:41-50 
41 And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the pa'!S-
42 over [see Ex. 23:14-17; Dcut. 16:1-8]. And ·when he was twelve years old, 
43 they went up after the custom of the feast; and when they had fulfilled 

the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried bel1ind in Jerusalem; 
44 and his parents knew it not; but supposing him to be in the company, they 

went a day's journey; and ihey sought for him among their kinsfolk 
45 and acquaintance: and when they found him not, they returned to Jeru~ 

• Cf. Tsa. 11:1 where the Messiah ia called Netzer, a Branch, though Nazareth;, not mentioned in 
tbe Old Testament. 

t This s1mple statement of Luke tells more in one s<>ntence than all the apocryphal Gospele <I 
the Infancy, with their silly leg'>"da about the miraculous prowess of the child Jcs\lil. 

13 
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Where Luke 2:39 Should Go 

\xhat is the subject of the verses just preceding 

verse 39? What is "all t.hi.ngs" referring to? Is it no·t 

the Presentation in the Temple~-Robertson' s Sec·tion 13??? 

Of course1 The "law of the Lord" v1as obviously the purifi-

cation ceremony (vs. 22)--the prLme reason for Joseph and 

Mary going to Jerusalem. lmd where had Joseph and his 

family resided before coming to Jerusalem? Their home 

had been Nazareth (vs. 4} 1 so Luke says in verse 39 

II •. they returned into Galilee, to their own city 

Nazareth. 11 

The inescapable conclusion is that verse 39 must 

conclude the events described in Robertson's Section 13, 

verses 22-38. 

The harmonies of Burton and Goodspeed, Stevens and 

Burton, and Strong all show verse 39 as a part of the events 

of the presentation a·t ·the Temple. Although Mimpriss 

follows Greswell and Robinson in his placement of verse 39 

parallel with Matthew 2; 23, he does have this commen·t to 

ma ke: 

This return to Nazareth, mentioned by Luke, 
although by both G.reswell and Robinson placed with 
that recorde d by Matthew, may have taken place at 
a different time, and previous to the flight into 
Egypt, a nd irrunediately after the visi"c to Jerusalem, 
mentione d, Lu. ii.22-38, . . Joseph and Mary at 
firs·t lef t: J: ~a. zareth without, as it would appear, 
any idea o.:; pennanently removing therefrom. 8 

-------- - ·-·· ·--

8rbid. r n . 61. 
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.Mimpriss then speculates that the couple moved to Bethlehem 

so prophecy could be fulfilled, returned to Nazareth to 

make arr angements for a perrnanent move back to Bethlehem! 

·He speculates that they had just returned to Bethlehem 

when they were visited by the wise men from ·the East. But 

this doesn't make any sense at all. Why go to all the 

trouble to muve to Bethlehera, flee to Egypt, then move 

back to Nazareth??? The Protestant tradition of the wise 

men visi ·ting a·t Bethlehem is deeply entrenched in mens'· 

mindsl Bu·t is this corr ect? 

Is it possible that Jesus' flight into Egypt 

occurred after the presentation at the Temple and before 

His return to Nazareth--an event \vhich would have to be 

squeezed between vss. 38 and 39? Hardly! Would Luke 

have been so careless to leave out such an important event 

in his narrative? Remember, he was tracing the course of 

events accurately, sequentially. 

We mus~ conclude that Joseph, Mary and Jesus 

returned home to Nazareth after their visit to the Jeru-

salem 'I'emple . 

The. Flight to Egypt 

Now we come to the real significance of including 

this return to Nazareth after the presentationl If Joseph 

and his family had to return home, then they had to be in 

Nazareth befor e their flight to Egypt! 

Notice Matt. 2:l3-14: 

And when they . {the wise men} were departed, behold, 



the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, Arise, and take the younq child {Greek-­
ncnO.l:ov} and hls mother, and ;flee into Egypt, and be 
thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will 

· seek t .he young child to des troy him. 
When he arose, he took the young child and his 

mother £y night, and departed into Egypt. 

The angel warns Joseph to take the young child and flee 
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that very night into Egypt. With much haste Joseph readied 

his family for the journey. \ihat better place to prepare 

for a flight and quick escape than from your own home 

vvhere all your belongings a r el Prepara tion could be simple 

and efficient. They remained in Egypt until March of 

3 B.C. when Herod died ~att. 2;19-20). Joseph and his 

family then returned to Galilee, to their home town of 

Nazareth (vs. 23). 

Up to this point in our discussion, the order of 

events is straight forward, logical: Christ's birth, 

circumcision eight days later, the presentation in the 

Temple forty days later, His return to Nazareth, His flight 

to Egypt, and after Herod's death His return back to 

Nazareth. 

But a question still remains. Where did Joseph 

and his family st·ay during - the forty days follovling Jesus' 

birth? Luke 2:22 says· 11 
••• they brought Him to Jeru-

salem. . II 
• I but does not specifically say from wh~re. We 

are left with the following choices: (l) Bethlehem, vlhere 

Jesus was born. (But after forty days hardly still living 

in a manger. There was no room in the inn because of the 

influx of Jews 5. n to the Jerusalem area to keep the fall 



Feasts. Surely once th...e ;Feasts were over, rooms \x:ould 

be available. 1; (_2}. Jerusalein. Not poss:ible because 
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of Luke 2:22; (31 Nazareth, their home tmvn" Most likely 

because of verse 39 and because the normal, logical.thing 

to do was °CO ret:urn ho~ following the birtl'L and Festivals 

to await the completion of the forty Jays. 

The Visit of the Wise Hen 

Now we come to one of the events least understood 

by Christianity l ~'i'hen and where did the Magi visit the 

Christ child? We may be in for a surprise] 

First, note again Matt. 2: 13 on ·the preceding page. 

Inuuediately following the departure of the Magi, the angel 

wa r ns Joseph and that same night he flees with h i s family. 

Then the visit of the Magi occurred just before the flight 

to Egypt . Where were Joseph, Mary and Jesus at this time? 

NAZARETH! NOT BETHLEHEM! 

Can the scriptures support a vi.si t of Jche wise men 

at Nazareth rather than at the 11 traditionalu Bethlehem? 

Indeed they can! The Bethlehem tradition comes from reading 

into the scriptures what is not there. Notice what Hatt. 

2:1-12 really say: The wise men arrived at Jerusalem, 

having seen Jesus' star in the East, to inquire of the 

Messiah's whereabouts (vss. 1-4}. Herod is troubled and 

asks the religious community where prophecy says the 

Messiah was to be born (vss. 5-6). Then secretly Herod 

called the wisenmen to learn what time ·· t:he starmappeared 

(vs. 7). He s ends them to Bethlehem to look for the ch~ld 
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and to inform him where, specifically, He is (vs. 8). 

But--and verse 9 ' is a key verse--the wise men". . having 

heard the king, went their way . 11 (Revised Version) 

This seems to be the proper sense, although the Greek 

sTiopE:u8noav simply means "departed" or "went one's way." 9 

The wise men follow the star which led them to the young 

child (TiauSfov) (vss. 9-11). Thayer1 0 says this Greek 

word means 11 a child recently born, 11 11 a young child," 11 a 

little boy" while Sp€¢o~, used by Luke 2:12, 16 to refer 

to the newly-born Jesus, means "a new-born child," "an 

infant," "a babe." So i·t seems that Jesus was more than 

a mere babe when the wise men arrived. Note also in verse 

11 that the wise men found Jesus in a house, not in a 

manger1 What house? Why, their home in Nazareth! 

Following their homage and presentation of gifts, 

the wise men are warned not to return to Herod (vs. 12), 

but to return to their home. That night Joseph is warned 

to flee to Egypt as already explained. 

When Herod learned that the wise men had not 

followed his instructions and that he had been misled, 

Herod very enraged " . sent forth, and slew all the 

male children that were in Bethlehem, and all the borders, 

thereof . . " (vs. 16) . Obviously, Jesus was not in 

Bethlehem at t h is time! Had He been taken home immediately 

Greek Lexicon, p. 531. 

lOibl'cl ... 473 105 . • pp • I • 
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following the visit and j u.st before Herod 1 s slaughter? 

Hardly. Rernernber, irmnediatel:(_ following the visit, Joseph 

is warned to flee to Egypt (vss. 13-14). Does it make 

any sense for Joseph to travel the several days' journey 

home from Bethlehem (over seventy miles), then turn around 
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and flee to Egypt? The haste described in verses 13 and 14 

indicate that Joseph ·would have left directly-Tor Eg~'J?T 

from wherever he \vas when 'ivarned! 

But, as already proved, Joseph must have been in 

Nazareth before he fled to Egypt! The only way to reconcile 

fully all the scriptures is to have the visit of the \vise 

men at Nazare·th, and at least forty to fifty days after 

Christ's birth--forty days for the purification period and 

around ten for travel time home. We could speculate two 

or three months even. 

Reconstruction of Events 

Having established the truth and reconciled all 

scriptures, we can now reconstruct the order of events of 

Robertson's Part IV, his pages 5-14. Table 3 on the 

following page shows the approximately correct time and 

correct place for each of the events, along with proper 

scripture division. 

Our Christmas story is just that--a "story"--based 

on tradition and misunderstanding of God's Word. Very few 

"facts" are t:cue! Christ wasn't even born on December 25, 

but around September 22. No scripture says there were 

three wise m-en ; ·there may have been twelve.- No scripture 



TABLE 3 

RECONSTRUCTION OF ROBERTSON'S PART IV 

Sect. Section Title--Abbreviated Time (B. c.) Place Hatt. Luke 

# 4 

.:J. ") 

# 6 

# 7 

# 8 

# 9 

#10 

#11 

#12 

#13 

#14 

#15 

#16 

#17 

#18 

Annunciation of John's Birth £9_ ·I June 3-16 , 5 Jerusalem 1:5-25 

Annunciation of Christ's Birth ca. December, 5 Nazareth 1:26-38 

Song of Elizabeth 

Mag~ificat of Mary 

Birth of John and Childhood 

Annunciation . to Joseph 

Birth of Jesus 

Praise of the Angels 

Circumcision of Jesus 

Presentation in the Temple 

Magi Visit the New Born King 

Child Carried to Egypt 

Child Brought from Egypt 

Childhood of Jesus 

Visit of the 1Boy Jesus 

ca. Decernber, 5 

ca. December, 5 

ca. April, 4 

ca. April, 4 

ca. Sept. 22, 4 

ca. Sept. 22, 4 

ca. Sept. 30, 4 

ca. Nov. 1, 4 

ca. Nov.-Dec., 4 

ca. Nov.-Dec., 4 

ca. Mar. 13, 3 

Hill ·country 1:39-45 

Hill Country 1:46-56 

Hill Country 1:57-80 

Nazareth 1:18-25 

Bethlehem 2:1-7 

Bethlehem 2:8-20 

Bethlehem 2:21 

Jerusalem 2:22-39 

Nazareth 

Egypt 

Nazareth 

2: 1-12 

2:13-18 

2:19-23 

B.C. 3 to 10 A.D. Nazareth 2:40 

Apr. 16-23, 10 Jerusalem 2:41-50 

l: l" 



says that the Magi visited Christ in Bethlehem. Rather, 

the evidence points to the visit at a house in Nazareth-­

not a manger--and more ·than a month after His birth. It's 

easy to believe a tradition. But we are admonished to 

11 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (I Thess. 

5:21). 

' 

43 



CHAPTER 'rHREE 

11 COME YE AFTER HE 1 &'1\l'D I WILL MAKE YOU 

FISHERS OF .V.LEN! "--MATT. 4: 19 

One of the fundament:a.l reasons for - christ 1 s coming 

to this earth, divesting Himself of His glory and taking 

the form of a human (Phil. 2:6-8) was to build a church by 

calling and choosing disciples (Matt. 16:18, Eph. 2:20). 

These disciples--once converted-- were to tarry on His work 

as His spiritual body on earth. 

Then, are we t.o assume that Jesus Christ~-the 

Creator of heaven and earth {Col. l: 16) and ~vho now upholds 

all ·laws, forces and energies (Heb. 1:2-3)--merely picked 

at random by fortuitous gu~ss these disciples? That he had 

no prior knowledge of or acquaintance with any of them?? 

Christ said in Luke 12:6-7: 11 Are not five sparrm•Ts sold 

for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before 

God? But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many spar-

rows." If God can count the hairs on your head, does it 

not seem more reasonable that Christ already knew these 

men, their characters, attributes 1 potential and s ·tanding 

in the comrnm1i ty before He called them to His ministry? 

In adc2i -L:ion, there is some evidence to support the 

supposition t hat James and John, the sons of Zebedee and 
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Salome, may have been Christ's . first cousins.
1 

If this be 

so, then surely Joseph, Mary and th~ir family occasionally 

visited Zebedee, Salome and their children. Peter and 

Andrew lived in the same area, in the city of Bethsaida 

just four miles from Capernaum (John 1:44), had the same 

business of fishing as Zebedee, and in fact are called 

- ~'_par.:tners11 _in Luke_ 5~7. _ Consequently, JeS:Us could have 

known these men too . Philip also lived the r e, and John 

1:43 tells us that Christ went to Galilee to find him! 

Christ didn't merely nstumble" across Philip! 

And what of the business Jesus conducted in the 

Galilean area before He began His ministry? Both His 

father and He were successful carpenters and construction 

men . The l a rge family of Joseph a n d Jesus' very nature 

would have made Him a success. Surely, Joseph and his 

--f -amily had built numerous buildings throughout the area 

and were well known and respec·ted by the community. 

In any case, Christ did not simply pick His 
I 

disciples "out of a hat." Too much of His plan hinged 

on choosing proper men to become His apostles! 

1By comparing Matthew's, Mark's and John's accounts 
of the women at Christ's crucifixion, we see the first two 
authors list t h e same three women: (1) Mary Magdalene; 
(2) Mary, the wife of Alphaeus (Cleophas) i and (3) Salome, 
the wife of Zebedee. If John is indeed listing the same 
three women p lus now joined by a fourth woman, Mary the 
mother of Jesus, then John is showing us that Mary (Jesus' 
Mother) and SaJ o me are sisters (John 19:25). Hence, James 
and John, Sa lo2 2 is children, would be cousins to Jesus. 
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The First Calling of the Disci_£l.es 

According to Acts 1:21-23 and 10:37 certain of 

Jesus 1 disciples had been with Him from th~ time of John 

the Baptist. So, Robertson correctly placei his Section 

28, "Jesus Hakes His First Disciples, 11 following Jesus' 

baptism at the Jordan and Temptation in the Wilderness of 

Judea. This orderly arrangement is in agreement with 

Mimpriss, Stevens and Strong. 2 Table 4, on the next page, 

lists the events given in Robertson's Harmony. 

This f~_£st calling occurred in late 27 A.D. The 

disciples were with Jesus at the first Cana miracle (John 

2:2) and then sojourned in Capernaum for only a few days 

{John 2:12) before returning to Jerusalem (John 2:13). 

They accompanied Him to Jerusalem for the Passover in the 

Spring of 28 A.D., then in late Spring baptized disciples 

in Judea following the Feast of Unleavened Bread (John 

3:22). See Sections 29 - 36 of Robertson's Harmony and 

Table 4, next page. 

The disciples travelled with Jesus through Samaria 
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(John 4:27); but when He arr ives back in Galilee, the dis-

ciples are found back at their fishing business! Appar-

ently they leave Him at sometime while in Samaria, pas-

sibly when He decided to stay two more days with the 

S~maritans (John 4:40). 

2Mimpriss, Gospel Treasury, pp. 78-117; Stevens 
and Burton, A Ha rmony of the Gospels, pp. 32-35; Strong, 
A Harmony and ._{;::j:)Qsi tion of the Christian Scriptures, 
pp. 36-38. 



TABLE 4 

THE BEGINNING OF CHRIST'S PUBLIC HINISTRY 

Sect. Se c tion Title--Abbreviated Mark 

1f. 2 t! J e sus Baptized by John in the Jordan 1:9-11 

~ · ·~ ') 

#26 

#27 

#28 

Three Temptations of Jesus 

Testimony of the Baptist 

John 1 s Identi.fication of Jesus 

Jesus Makes His First DisciEles 

***Subsequent events to first calling: 

#29 

#30 

#31 

#32 

#3 3 

#34 

#35 

#36 

Jesus Works His First Miracle 

Jesus' First Sojourn at Capernaum 

First Cleansing of the Temple 

Interview of Nicodemus with Jesus 

Parallel Ministry of Jesus and John 

Christ's Reasons for Leaving Judea 

Jesus in Samaria 

Arrival of Jesus in Galilee 

1:12-13 

1:14 

Matt. 

3:13-17 

4:1-11 

4:12 

Luke 

3:21-23 

4:1-13 

4:14 

John 

1:19-28 

1:29-34 

1:35-51 

2:1-11 

2:12 

2:13-22 

2:23-3:21 

3:22-36 

4:1-4 

4:5-42 

4:43-45 

( 



What other re~sons could be giveri? Perhaps Christ 

had given the disciples leave to return to their business 

to prepare for fu·ture tours. This seems unlikely since 
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He had to go to Galilee to fi_!.1d His disciples again. John 

the Bapt ist had just been imprisoned by Herod (Matt. 4:12), 

so perhaps the disciples who had been John's followers 

previously fe a red for their lives and wanted to return to 

the safe r area o f Galilee as soon as possible. After 

Christ's crucifixion these same disciple s did hide in fear 

from the Jews (John 20:19). And then maybe the Jewish 

disciples did not wi s h to associate further with the 

' Samaritan s as was the ir custom not to (John 4:9). The 

disciples ma rvelled when they fo und Jesus e~en talking to 

the Samaritan woma n (John 4:27). 

No definite scriptural reason is given for the 

sudden departure of the disciples. No mention is made 

by John (4:41, 43) of the disciples stay ing_ with Christ the 

extra two days. So it does seem probable that the fisher­

men did leave Christ to return to their businesses. 

The Second Calling of the Disciples 

The basic premise of this thesis is ·that the Gospel 

writers wrote their accounts in proper order under inspira­

tion of the IIoJ. y Spirit. Proper harmony flow not only 

leads to a be tte r under~tanding of the life of Christ but 

can reveal ne v." :~ now ledge! 

On the n0 xt page there is a reproduction of Page 33 

of Robertson' s !' .. · .~.:c_~ony_--the account of Jesus finding four 



THE GREAT GALILEAN MINISTRY §41 
---------------------------
§ 41. JESUS FINDS FOUR FISHERS OF MEN IN FOUR 

FISHERMEN~ 

By the Scu of Galibe, ncar Capemaum 

Mark 1:16--20 :Matt. 4:18-22 Luke 5:1-11 
16 And passing along 18 And v:alking by 1 Now it came to 

by the sea of Galilee, the sea of Galilee, he pass, while the mul-
he saw Simon and saw two brethren, titude pressed upon 
Andrew the brother Simon who is called him, and heard the 
of Simon casting a Peter, and Andrew word of God, that he 
net in the sea: for his brother, casting was standing by the 
they were fishers. a net into the sea; lake of Gennesaret; 

17 And Jesus said unto for they were fishers. 2 and he saw two boats 
them, Come ye after 19 And he saith unto standing by the lake : 
me, and I v.ill make them, Come yc ::>Jter but the fishermen had 
you to become fishers me, and I will make gone out of them, and 

18 of men. And straight- you fL,)lCrs of men. were washing their 
way they left the 20 !md they stmight- 3 nets. And he entered 
nets, and followed way left the nets, and into one of the boats, 

19 him. And going on 21 followed him. And which was Simon's, 
a little further, he going on from thence and <!Skeel. him to 
saw James the son of he saw other two put out a little from 
Zebedee, and John brethren, 1J ames the the land. And he 
his brother, who \'i'ere son of Zebedee, and aat down and taught 
also in the boat mend- John his brother. in the multitudes out of 

20 ing the nets. And the boat with Zebr;dee 4, the boat. And when 
straightway he called their father, mending he had left speaking, 
them: and thev lr'ft I their nets; and he! he said unto Simon, 
their father Zc~bedee 22 called them. And thov Put out into the 
in the boat with the stmightv:11.y left th.e deep, and let dow-n 
hired servants, and boat and their father, your nets for a 
went after him. aud followed him.* 5 draught. And Simon 

answered and said, 
Master, we toiled all 

6 night, and took notl1ing : but at. thy word I v.illlet clown the nets. And 
when they had this clone, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes; and 

7 their nets were breaking; and they beckoned unto their partners in the 
other boat, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 

8 filled both tho boats, so that they began to sink. But Simon Peter, when 
he saw it, fell clo\\·n at Jesus' knees, sa}ing, Depart from me; for I am a 

9 sinful man, 0 Lord. For he wa.s amazed, and all that \Vero with him, 
10 at the draught, of the fishes which they had taken; and so were also James 

and John, sons of Zebedee, which were partners "l':ith Simon. And Jesus 
11 said unto Simon, Fen.r not; from henceforth thou shalt 2catch men. And 

when they hc;,d brought their boats to bnd, they left ai1, and follOiYCd him. 
1 Or, Jacob : an.d so clscvthl'rc. 2' Gr. take alit'C. 

------ --------------------
:t: Tf-...rce of thf'.'W two pairs of brot!-1"'19 (..\ndrnw anti p,.,tcr, John and Jamf'S) had a] read~· bc(~ome 

disciplea of Jesus at Beth~n:v beyond Jord:1n (.h.m>.:':"' proh:1 bly soon af tPrw3.nh:;), bat. now thr.y lC'R.Ve 
their p roopProus fi:;;;b business and follow Jcs1L~ cont.inuously n.s rn2- n:v busines."3 men since h:1.ve gh·f'n 
up a lucrative busines::; for the,..rnini5Jtry . Tbey, nlong: with Philip and Nathaniel, had been wit.h 
Jesus in t he early ministry (the year of ol>scw·ity) . 
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fishers of men in four fishermen--their second calling. 

There can be lit.tle doubt that Mark and Matthew 

are describing the same event. But Luke 1 s rather length­

ier account see~s to d~scribe an entirely different event. 

And combining Luke 5:1-11 \·vith Mark. 1:16-20 and Matthew 

4:18-22 upsets the orderly arrangement of Luke. 

Table 5, on the following page, cleirly shows how 

Luke 5:1-11 is out of sequence in Robertson 1 s Ha.rmo~. l~t 

first glance it wou:ld seem i.:haJc Lukers account in Chapter 

5 should be inserted between :Robertson 1 s Sections 4 4 and 

45! Then the sequence of scripture~ would be consecutive! 

But can this change be justified? And would it 

make any sense? 

Indeed it would! In fact, a startling revelation 

comes to light when the proper order is restored! 

Notice Table 6, Page 52--the inconsistencies and 

differences in Section 41. The basic differences are: 

(1) the multitudes that followed Christ; (2) His teaching 

them from the boat; (3) the miracle Christ performed; 

and (4) Luke's expression in Chapter Five, verse eleven: 

fl they {the disciples} left all •.. , 11 which will 

become become more significant when we see the whole 

narrative. For a complete discussion, see Greswell's 

Dissertations.3 

But to understand the story flow we need to go back 

to Robertson's Section 37, Page 30 of his Harmony, which 

3
Greswell, Dissertations, Vol. II, pp. 383-396. 



#39 

#40 

#41 

#42 

#43 

#44 

TABLE 5 

LUKE 5:1-11 OUT OF SCRIPTURAL ORDER 

··· :-· ~ ln: 'I' i t 1e -·-Abbreviated 

First Rejection at Nazareth 

New Home in Capernaum 

}1ark 

Jesus Finds Four Fishers (Second Callin~) 1:16-20 

The Excitement . . . 1:21-28 

He Heals Peter 1 s Mother-in-Law 1:29-34 

First Tour of Galilee 1:35-39 

Matt. 

4:13-16 

4:18-22 

8:14-17 

Luke 

4:16-31 

5:1-11** 

4:31-37 

4:38-41 

4:42-44 

**Luke's Account in Chapter 5 Ought to be Inserted Here to Maintain Proper Order 

#45 A Leper Healed 1:40-45 8:2-4 · 5:12-16 



TABLE 6 

INCONSISTENCIES AND DIFFERENCES IN SECTION 41 

Mark's and Matthew•s Accounts 

1. Only !Peter and Andrevl mentioned at 
first. 

2. Christ saw Simon and Andrew casting 
a net into the sea. 

3. He calls them to follow him. 

4. No mention of Christ entering a boat 
nor teaching the multitudes. 

5. No mention of Christ's command to 
Peter to let down his nets. 

6. No miracle. 

7. A little further along the coast 
James and John are called. 

8. Disciples left their fishing and 
followed Christ. 

Luke's Account 

A multitude pressed tipon Christ. 

The fishermen were washing their nets. 

No specific calling. 

Christ entered Simon's boat and 
·taught the multi tudes. 

Christ told Peter to go to the.deep 
and to let down his nets. 

Miracle of great multitude of fishes. 

No specific calling. 

Disciples left all to follow Christ. 



begins Christ's. Galilean Ministry. 

Following a general account of Christ's t~achings 

in Galilee · (Section 37) 1 Robertson include--:s Christ's 
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second miracle at Cana (Section 38) and then Christ's 

rejection at Nazareth (Section 39) (although in the thesis, 

Chapter Four, logical and scriptural evidence will b~ 

presented Jco show that Chris·t may· have 'first preached in 

Nazareth 1 been rejected and then traveled to Cana to heal 

the Courtier's son). 

Escaping th~ enraged Jews at Naz~reth, Jesus 

continued his northern journey to his new hdme in Capernaum. 

He passed by the Sea of Galile~ on his way and 

found four of his disciples (originally Peter and Andrew 

had been called in John 1:35-51, Robertson's Section 28, 

Page 23). This is, in a sense, th~ir second calling. They, 

with James and Johnf leave their business (temporaril_y) to 

accompany Christ into Capernaum. This even·t is covered 

in Section 41, described both by Mark (1:16-20) and Matt­

hew· (4:18-22) (See Page 49). Mark 1:21 clearly shows 

that Christ and his disciples went into Capernaum. 

Next in logical order come Sections 42, 43 and 44 

during which Christ healed the demoniac on the Sabbath 

(Section 42), healed Peter's mother-in-law on that same 

Sabbath, as well as many others after the Sabbath had 

ended (Section 43), and Christ's first tour of Galilee 

with the four fishermen lasted several months (Section 44) . 

During this time Christ's fame spread abroad through-
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out Syria (Matt. 4:24) and great multitudes from Galilee, 

Decapolis, Jerusalem and Judea 1 .ar.d from beyond Jordan 

followed him (verse 25). 

But just as the fisherrnen had left Jesus earlier, 

so i·t seems that for a ~econ~ i:ime they leave Him to return 

to their fishing business. Th~ exact time is not revealed, 

although there is no mention of the disciples after Mark 

1:38 and Luke 4:43. Mark, Matthew and Luke (Section 44) 

refer ~lY. to Christ in subsequent verses. Again, it is 

possible that Jesus gave His disciples leave to retu.rn to 

their business, perhaps to gather supplies for future 

tours. This is unlikely, thbugh, bedause latei Jesus 

instructed his disciples not. ·to prepax:-e for a tour: 

Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in 
your purses 1 

Nor scrip for your journey, neither ·two coa·ts, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat. (Matt. 10:9-10) 

Now we correctly come to Luke's account in Chapter 

5:1-11 (which Robertson wrongly includes in Section 41). 

Having gathered quite a following, Christ returns 

to the Sea of Galilee ~o teach the people from Peter's 

boat (verse 3) . This event and the miracle Christ performs 

(verses 6 and 7) convince the fishermen that Christ's job 

is of awesome importanc~--that He really is the Messiah--

and that their calling is a serious responsibility! So, 

after the third calling Luke records " • . they left all 

.•. " to follow Christ (verse ll). The fishermen were 



beginning to realize that discipleship entails being 

willing to renounce possessions and family ties if neces-

sary! This is ·the order preserved by Himpriss who has a 

rather comple·te writeup on this order in his "Notes. " 4 

As the fishermen gained more experience watching 

and listening to Christ, they began t0 ·understand more 

fully who ChrisJc really ·was: 

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 

art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. 

e • It' G 

Then charge he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ (Matt. 
16:15-171 2 0) • 

But much later in the Gospels several of the 

disciples, including Peter, leave the crucified Christ to 

return to fishing fo_F a third time l "There were togeJcher 

Simon Peter, and 'rhomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of 

Cana in Gal.i lee, and ·the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

of his disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, ! go a 

fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee .. I! 

(John 21:2.-3). But this is the last ·time Peter or any 

of the ot.hers ever leave the ministry of Jesus Christ to 

return to their old businesses. From this point. on the 

Apostles are faithful to their calling of being fishers 

of men. 

4_l'Hmpriss, GospelTreasury, pp. 210-212. 
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Harmon:y___i!_"l_.!:[le Harmony! 

Straightening out the order of the verses of the 

Gospel write~s restores this intereiting possibility: The 

disciples (fishermen) were called three times and leave 

that calling to return Jco fishing thre~ times! 

Once again we see in God's Word that the number 

three signifies final decision! Before Peter's training 

was over, he was ·to experience this number of finality-­

three--several times, and each time h~ le~rned a poign­

ant lesson! 

We, too, as Christians should lear~ a -~aluable 

lesson from this example. Our calling to this mighty Work 

of God is vitally important! I'Ve cannot afford t.o flounder 

around in our calling nor take it lightly. We need to 

rededicate our livei to serving the living Jesus Christ! 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

"NOW \fJHEN THE DAY OF PENTECOS'r 

WAS FULLY COME n- -·ACTS 2 : 1 

Satan has deceived the whole world! Man does not 

know his great de s tiny because Satan has - foisted off on 

mankind false, paga n holida ys, false doctrine, and a way 

of greed, l~st and get. For those blessed of God to be 

called in thi s twilight: age before t.he Millennium, the 

~ a 0:nual Church F_e stivals _?.nd Holy D~ys, from Passover 

to the Last Great Day, reyeal God's 7,000 year: plan of 

salvation and ma n 1 s ul timc>,·te goal of bir!:_l-2_ into the very 

family of God ! These Church E'estivals a.re fundamental to 

unders tanding God 's Master Plan! 
~ 

Each Festival explains one of the major step s in 

this Mas ter Plan. Pentecost--the subject of this Chapter--

is always observed in the late spring during the time of 

the early grain harvest, and it pictures severa l signif-

icant evenJcs in the history of God 1 s people and Church. It 

portrays the knowledge that God is calling out of this 

world and preparing a small flock of Christians (Luke 12:32) 

as a first fruit gathering_. With Jesus Christ as their 

Elder Brother (Rom. 8:29) these Christians will form the 

backbone of God's soon-coming world- ruling government! 



-

To mak~ ~t possible for human beings to be recon-

ciled to God and to qrow spiritually, it was necessary for 

Jesus to give His life for mankind as a sacrifice to atone 

for their sins. Surrerideied, reperitent Chiistians might 

then have contact with th~ Father and receive His Holy 

Sp irit to guide them (Isa. 59:2 , Acts 5:32). 

The Birth of the New Testament Church 

Notice the events that occurred on Pentecost in 

31 A.D., just 50 days after Christ had been resurrected 

and ascended to heaven to be received by Hi s Father: 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as 
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. 

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire , and it sat upon each o f them. 

And they were all filled wi th the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak \vi th o ther tongues, as the Spirit 

. gave them utterance (Acts 2:1-4). 

God's Holy Spirit--the Comforter promised by Jesus- -was 

sent to fill the disciples 14i th power, understa nding and 

wisdom (II Tim. 1:7). Peter, now filled with God's power, 

preached a powerful sermon, convicting about 3,000 people 

(Acts 2:41). God performed many wonders and signs through 

the Apostles (verse 43) and " . added to the Church 

daily such as should be saved" (verse 47). The New Testa-

rnent Church began with great power and growth! This 

Pentecost signified a powerful beginning! 
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Now filled with this power, God's called and chosen 

people were able to keep the spiritual intent of God's 



great Ten Corn.rnandments. Previous to this mankind had 

failed even to keep the let.t.er of the Law wi·thou.t this 

extra power but now could obey even ·the .§_piri_!:. of these 

laws! Paul wrote "in Hebrews 8:10~ 

For this is the covenan t that I will make with 
the house of Is rael after those days, saith the Lord; 
I will put my laws into their mind, and write °Chem 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and 
they shall be to me a people. 

While Jesus was on the earth He accomplished God's 

work thr01.:gh His own physica~ body. Now Jesus began to 

-vmrk throuqh His SJ?ir~~uc:.l_ body- --the church! Notice Acts 

Chapter 3. Peter and John began _ to use this awesome pov1er 

and the name of Jesus Christ to heal people: 

Then Peter said , Silver and gold have I none; 
but such as I have give I thee: In the n ame of 
Jesus Christ of Na zareth rise up and walk. 

And h e took him by the right hand, and lifted 
him up: and immedia-tely his feet and ankle bones 
received strength. 

And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered 
with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and 
praising God (Acts 3:6- 8). 

The church grew by leaps and bounds too! Note Acts 4:4, 

5:12, 15-16. 
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The crucifixion and death of Jesus occurred precise-

ly on that day which pictured His death-- the Passover. 

Jesus arose from the grave on late Sabbath afternoon and 

ascended t.o heaven t~ be ac<;epted of His Father on Sunday--

the very d~ the wave-sheaf offering was presented. God's 

First of the first fruits was very acceptable! And so on 

this Feast of First fruits--Peritecost, 31 A.D.--the full 

meaning of i.:his Festival was fulfilled on that day~ One 
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can only speculate on how God will fulfill the events 

pictured by the remainder of His Holy Days! 

Pen~tecost, then 1 pictures the sending of the Hol_¥. 

?f QEi:ri i.:ual 1:-aws .. in our hearts o Are ·there other signifi--.. 

cant Pentecosts recorded in the Bible that might further 

amplify its meaning? 

'l'he Giving of t.he Ten Commandments - ·----- - .. ~-------

Israel t s first Passover and Feast of Unleavened 

Bread were certainly unique in her history! Followin g that 

Passover night during which the death a ngel went through-

out Egypt and killed all the first-bo r n whose homes had not 

been protected by the lamb's blood, Israel came out of 

Egypt the next evening with a high hand. During the 

following seven days of Unleavened Bread, Israel journeyed 

out of Egypt, finally to cross the Red Sea during that last 

Festival day. They wer~ .. truly. freed from Egypt--a type of 

sin--that day~ 

Their travels brought them to the wilderness of 

Sinai the third month, Si van. hle read in Ex. 19:1! "In 

the third month, when.the children of Israel were gone 

forth out of the land of Egypt 1 ~he same day came ·they into 

the wilderness of Sinai." 1'he expression "the same day" 

could mean one of four things: (1 ) same day of the month 

as they came out of Egypt, or the fifteenth of Sivan; 

(2) the same day of the week as they came out of Egypt, 

or a Thursday (the Exodus was in 1486 B.C. according to 



latest research, hence the Passover was on a Wednesday and 

the first day of Unleaveried Bread was on a Thursday}; 

(3) the first day of the third month (very i~bable); 
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and (4) the thi_!?d day of the !_~~-~r.d month.· Pentecost that 

year fell on the ninth of Sivan, th~ second week ~n that 

month. Scriptural and traditional e~idence seem to elim­

inate choice #1 because Israel's first Pentecost would have 

already occurred and yet Moses had said not one word about 

_it. The:! improbable choice #3 would have been: the first day 

of that week F SunClay. Of t.he two remaining choices r #4 is 

the most logical. - The ·third of Sivan_ was a Tue~_clay. Choice 

#2 would have been ·the fift.h of the month, jus·t tHo days 

later. Regardless of t he choice, we seem to be in the 

first week of Sivan. 

Moses ascended Mt. Sina i to receive instructions 

from God (Ex. 19:3-6) and descended (verse 7) to.give Israel 

God's Words. The peop le agreed {verse 8) and Moses re­

ascended Sinai to take God the people's answer (verse 8). 

God then instructed Moses to prepare the people for a most 

significant event-- (verses 10-11) . Moses did -- so, commanding 

the people to be ready nagainst the third day" (verse 15). 

This double ascent and descent took two or three days 1 

bringing us to the weekly Sabbath, the seventh of Sivan, 

the day Moses nor~~all:_y used to instruct Israel_. There are 

a number of examples earlier in the Book of Exodus to 

substantiate the Sabbath as the day of instruction. 

Then, the third day later, Monday, began dramat-

ically: 



And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a Jchick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud~ so that all the people 
that vJas in t.he camp trembled. 

And Moses bJ:ough t. forth the peOple out of the 
camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether 
part of the mount. 

And mount Sinai wa s altogether on a smoke, 
because the Lord descended upo n it in fire: and the 
smoke of a furnace, a n d the whole mount quaked 
greatly (Ex . 19:16-19). 

After assembling the congregad.on, Hoses ascended 

t.he mount. a third t.ime t.o receive fina.l instructions from 

God. Upon his descent a nd warni ng to the peOple, God 

thundere d His Ten Commandments in their ears (Exodus 20) . 

The whole t one of this d a y is very similar to the 

first Pentecost of the New Tes t ame nt Church in 31 A.D~ 

The Law, as the basis of Israel's constitution, gave the 

nation of ex-slaves a certain cohesiveness and unity. 

Israel was no longer a motley group of slaves but now a 

powerful nation with a government under God and Laws to 

live by. 

Was the Law given to Old Testament Israel on their 

first Pentecost? Jewish tradition says this is so! The 

critical ~ncyclopaedia Biblica admits to the Jewish tradi-

tion but says it l!evol.ved" late in Israel's history: 

It was assumed, in accordance with Ex . 19:1, 
where the giving of the law is dated on the third 
month after the Exodus, that the promulgation of 
the law on Sinai was on the sixth or seventh of 
Siwan, the day of the feast of oentecost. It is 
certain, however, that this metamorphosis of the 
feast of the law-giving was late, probably not ear­
lier than the destruction of the temple when the 
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co~-en of sac·,....; f-J· ces and off·<:>.rl'nqc:: came to an end. 1 sy.Jc .I. l _, _ _,._ _ _ ,_ __ _ 

But the internal evidence of the Bible seems to indicate 

that the law:-giving is more than a mere evolution of 

·tr-adition! 

Just as the first New Testament Peritecost was 

instrumental to God's people receiving the power to ~ee2. 

the }.aw in the SE_iri·t_, this first Qld Testament Pentecos>c 

enabled God 1 s people to receive the knowledge to keep the 

law in the letter! 

Pentecost in the Gospels 

Now that we have seen the significance of the 

first Old and New Testament Church Pentecost, let 1 s see 

if anything of special significance is revealed about the 

Pentecosts observed by Christ during his thre~ and one-

half year ministry! 

Due to a faulty translation of Luke 4:16, as 

already explained in Chapter One, it is not obvious in 

the King James Version that Christ•s first Pentecost in 

28 A.D. was observed by Him in Nazareth. This event is 

covered in Sec-tion 39 of Robertson • s Harmo:r:0.-:_. •rable 7 

on the next page shows-the sequence of events surrounding 

this Pentecost. 

After His encounter with the Samaritan woman in 

Samaria, Jesus continued His northern journey back home to 

111 Pentecost,lf The Encyclopaedia Biblica,. 1903, 
p. 3651. 
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TABLE 7 

ROBER'rSON ~ S PART VII·--THE GREAT GALILEAN MINISTRY 

Sect. Section Title--Abbreviated Matt. Mark Luke John 
-~-----

¥' t' '') ""1 General Account of His Teaching 4 :17 1:14-15 4:14-15 ';: ....; i 

#38 Healing at Cana of the Son of a -- -- -- 4:46 --54 
Courtier of Capernaum 

#39 First Rejection at Nazareth -- -- 4:16-·31 

#40 New Home in Capernaum 4:13-16 

#41 Jesus Finds Four Fishers of Men in Four 4:18-22 1:16-20 ** 
Fishermen 

#42 Healing of a Demoniac on the Sabbath -- 1:21-28 4:31-37 

**Purposely left out as explained in detail in Chapter Three. 

[ 
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Nazareth. Note the route v;hich Hobe:ctson assumed Christ 

took: from Jerusal~m to Samaria, therice to Cana (Healing 

of th~ Courtier's Son), back to Nazareth (His rej~ction), 

then to Capernaum (His new home~) , the second calling of the 

fishermen at th~ Sea of Galilee (q.v. Ch~pte~ Three), and 

back into Capernaum for a Sabbath of healings. Figure 3A 

on the following page shows this approximate route as out-

lined by Robertsono 

An Alternate Route 

But is Robertson's route logical and natural? I 

propm::e an alternate one that. seems more logical and mean-

l. nu·cu1 :·· _. L ...... ~ Is it possible that.: Jesus first came to Nazareth, 

\-..ras r ejected, escaped and then ·travelled ·to Cana .!:.b:.<?:t ~me_ 

day of ~en!-ecost to perform ·the miracle there, then on 

later to the Sea of Galilee to find his disciples and enter 

with them into Capernaum? Figure 3B on the following page 

shows this alternate route. Performing this great miracle 

of healing in Cana on Pentecost might have special signif-

' I J.cance. 

How can this alternate solution be supported? 

First, let us consider the main objections to this 

arrangement. One is Christ's own statement in Luke 4:23 

made to the shocked Nazareth congregation: "And he said 

unto them 1 Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, 

Physician, heal thyself; whatsoever we have heard done 

in Capernaum, do also here in thy country." Some feel 

Christ was referring to His recent miracle at Cana. But 
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the verse says Capernaum, not Ca.na. Also the JBC has 

an interesting corru~ent about this parable ·(and note that 

it is a parable--o r common saying--no t a reference to a 

specific event) : 

23. you w~U .. s~E~l:Y st:!ote a~ me:_ _!:hi;:~ proverb: 
Luke purposely employs the fut. tense, for in his 
Gospel Jesus has not yet appeared in Capernaum. 
After his miracles in this other city of Galilee , 
the Nazarenes will want to see Jesus (8:19-21) 1 

i.e ., to see other miracles, though like Herod they 
lack fai. th · ( 9: 9; 2 3 ~ 8) . 2 

Actually, Jesus and His disciples hid been in Capernaurn 

once before, recorded in John 2:12, but there is no hint 

o f any miracles performed nor any preaching accomplished. 

Godet gives a similar explanation: 

The term napaBo ~~ , parable, denotes any kind of 
figura·tive discourse 1 'iv1'ie-t.her a complete narrative 
or a sho~t sentence couched in an image, like pro­
verbs. Jesus had just attributed to Himself, applying 
Isaiah' words, the office of a restorer of humanity. 
He had described the various ills from which His 
hearers were suffering, and directed their attention 
to Himself as the physician sent to heal them. This 
i s 1-1hat t.he proverb cited refers to. (Camp. taTpo<;, 
a physician, with lcioao8a 1, to heal, ver. 18). Thus: 
"You are going even to turn to ridfcule \vhaJc you 
have just heard, and to say to me, Thou who pretendes t 
to save humanity from i t~ misery, begin by delivering 
thyself from thine own."..;> 

In any case, Christ is not saying that He has already per-

forme d miracles in Capernaum . Thus the second miracle in 

Cana could have come aft_er His rejection. 
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The second objection could be found in Luke 4:30-31 

in which Luke mentions only the escape from Nazareth and 

2The Jerome Biblica l Commentary 1 Vol. II, p. 131 . 

3 Godet.r Cornmentary on Luke, p. 152. 
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travel to Capernaum and makes no reference to the miracle 

at Cana. In fact, I,uke nowh...:.~.!"E-~_ in his Gospel; either before 

or a~ter the Nazareth rejection, says anything about this 

miracle. Only the Apostle ,John, commenting on Christ as 

the Son of God, mentions this healing. Luke merely summa-

rizes the events on th~t Pentecost and concludes this fa6et 

of Christ 1 s life with His arrival in Capernaum and subse-

quent preaching on th~ Sabbaths (Luke 4:31). Als n Luke 

--does not mention - the second-- calling of ·the disciples at 

this time (Robertson 1 s Section 41) as already explained in 

Chapter Three. 

We can garner from Luke's Gospel these facts: 

Jesus' return to Galilee (4:1 ~ ), His rejection at Nazareth 

(4:29), His journey to Capernaum (4:31), and His healings 

on the following Sabba·th Day in Capernaum { 4:35) • The 

other Gospel writers add these facts: Christ's move fro~ 

Nazareth to Capernaum (Section 40--Matt. 4:13) with no 

mention of CanaJ and John's account of the Cana miracle 

(Section 38) specifying only that Jesus had come from 

Samaria and before He arrived in Capernaum (4:46-47). 

The proper understanding of God's Word is a 

process of addition of the scriptures. We could techni-

cally conclude that the Cana miracle had occurred after 

Christ's rejection at Nazareth and before His arrival in 

Capernaum, as my alternate solution proposes. This in 

no way contradicts any scripture. 
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Miracles Before Pentecost 28 A.D. 

I have a basic reason for 11 delaying 11 Christ's second 

miracle at Cana until Pentecost. It is a sp~culati.ve 

re~son based on the ~eaning of this Holy Day in the life of 

Christ. To explain, let 1 s review Jesus 1 first miracle at 

Cana (Robertson's Section 29--John 2:1-11). h'hat did 

Jesus mean when He said: !! . mine hour is not yet come" 

(verse 4)? Clarke speculates: "0 t' . r, my~~ for in this 

sense ·the word wpa. is ofJcen taken. I'1Y time for wo~king_ a 

miracle is not yet fully come. Wha·t I do, I do vlhen nee·-

4 essary, and not before." (Latter italics mine.) The 

JBC broadens the time meant but allows this to refer to 

11 signs"~ "The 'hour 1 of Jesus is that of his glorification, 

the crucifixion, death, and resurrection by which salvation 

is achieved . • Nevertheless, that hour can be, and 

is, foreshadowed in the :signs' of Jesus . 

Wieseler agrees: -- 11
• , Nine hour--i.e. to manifest 

Myself as a worker of miracles, as thou desires t--is !_l_ot 

yet come. Not long time afterwards, while He was so-

journing in Jerusalem 1 His hour, beyond all controversy, 

h . . 23 · ·' 2 ' 45 116 was come, Jo . ll. , lll. , lV •.• .. 
From these conunent.aries \ve could conclude that 

Jesus felt His time for performing great miracles hadn't 

yet arrived. Note in any case that this miracle or sign 

4Adam Clarke r Clarke Is Commentary T Vol. 5' p. 526. 
r.:: 
;)The Jerome Biblical Conm1~ntary, Vol. II, p. 427. 

6wieseler, Chronological Synopsis, p. 267, footnote. 
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was of a £bysical n~~u_!:'e only---changing water into wine. 

Follmving the marria.qe i Jesus sojourned at Capernaum 

(John 2:12), th~n returned to Jerusalem wh~re H~ cleansed 

the Temple (verse 13), gave a verbal sign (verses 18-19), 

then performed other "miracles" (verse 23). John does not 

specify what other miracles or "signs'' (Greek--on~sta) 

Jesus did, but His next specifically recorded miracle, 

chronologically, is Jesusr healing of the Courtier's son 

at Cana --called by John: "This is again the second miraclE;\ 

that Jesus did, when h e was come out of Judea in'co Galilee 11 

(John4:54). 'rhis miracle \vas of a .~J2ir:i:tuc~~!. significance, 

the forgiveness of sin. 

But what: abou.t. the "signs H 111 ,Jerusalem at the 

Passover? They were witnessed by many of the Galileans 

who had been at Jerusalem (John 4:45). The logical con-

elusion is ·that they 1 ·too, were great ~r:J-ri tual miracles. 

But then we are left with the interesting (and unanswer-

able) question of just why John did not elaborate on them, 

waiting instead until Jesus' return to Cana to relate 

precisely that miracle. 

In any case, we are sure that this latter miracle 

vlas on l y the ~econ~ done in Galilee, the first of a .§_£:i:_r ·-

itual nature. We could speculate--but i·t seem~ mos~ 

improbable--that J esus performed no great miracle of a 

spiritual nature at Jerusalem, only J2hvsical signs, waiting 

until His return t o Cana the site of His very first miracle. 



Significance of Pentecos_t Agai n 

If our alternate route is adopted, then we could 

theorize that Pentecos t 28 A.D. marked the beg_inninq i n 

2"eat E.?._~~r of Jesus' Galilean minist.ry! It is even con­

ceivab le--and allm·,-red in the scriptures with my arrange­

ment--that J·esus proclaimed Himself the Anointed One-­

announced His Messiahship--began preach ing and proclaiming 

the acceptable t ime (Luke 4:18-19) 1 been rejected by the 

Nazarenes, escaped their enraged anger and walked to Cana 

that:_ same day of Penb:;go~_!._- -jus·t a sho:ct distance of about 

3~ mi les--to perform the great heal i ng miracle ! Christ:s 

first spiritua~ miracle in Galile e may well have been on 

Pentecost! Look how this would fit in with the me aning of 

this day! With Pentecost, Christ starts His dynamic 

Galilean ministry , t ravels on in·to Capernaum probably the 

following SabbaJch vlhere He casts out. a demon (Luke 4:35 ) , 

heals Pe ter's mother-in-law that same day (verse 39) and 

many others a s soon as the sun sets (verses 40-41). 
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From this time on Jesus' fame began to spread 

abroad quickly (Mark 1:28) and great crowd s began to follow 

Him. 

But r e gardless of the exact significance of this 

Pentecost in 28 A.D.--and I will be the first to admit that 

the significance I 1 ve outlined is only a theory--the alter-

nate arrangement of events can still hold true . It is a 

more logical, straightforward order of the scriptures . 

.. 'rable. 8 on the fo llowing page su:rnmarizes my- proposed 



TABLE 8 

PROPOSED ALTERNATE ARRANGEHENT OF ROBERTSON 1 S SECTIONS 37 THROUGH 42 

Sect. Section Title--Abbreviated 

#37 General Account of Christ 1 s Teachings-­
a Surmnary 

#39 Christ's Rejection at Nazareth 

#38 Second Miracle at Cana 

#40 Reference to New Home in Capernaum 

#41 Second Calling of Disciples at Sea of 
Galilee 

#42 Preaching and Healings in Capernaum 

lvlatt. 

4~13-17 

4:18-22 

Hark Luke -----
1:14-15 -1,:14-15 

4~16-30 

1:16-20 

1:21-28 . 4:31-37 

John -

4:46-54 

(Subsequent events during this tour of Galilee same order as Robertson, except 

Luke 5:1-11 as explained in Chapter Three.) 



rearrangerr.enJc. Note all i:>cript.ures are in proper sequen·­

tial order. 

Other Pe1!tecc_::~ts in_:t.t:.~Qo~el::-: 

We stilL have not answered the question of when 
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and how Jesus revealed the spiritual intent of His Father's 

Laws. These answers will be found in the next chapter! 



CHAPI'EH. FIVE 

11 AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTHt 1\ND TAUGHT 

'.rHEJ\1 1 SAYING" -·-l'1AT'l'. 5:2 

Accompanied by His disciples, Christ began His 

Galilean ministry following Pentecost, 28 A.D. During the 

subsequent year Christ trained them and prGached more 

powerfully the Kingdom of God to His ever-increas ing audi-

t5;j::_ces o 

Another Law-Giver to Come 

A part of Jesus ' job while on earth was to reveal 

His Father more fully to those who were being called. The 

time had come for Jesus to reveal the original spiritual 

intent of His Father's righteous Ten Commandments. Moses 

had prophesied in Dt. 18:15-18 of an~_the:J?_ la-v1-giver ·to 

come: 

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee 1 of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 

According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord 
thy God in Horeb in the day of ·the assembly, saying, 
Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, 
neither let me see this great fire any more, that I 
die not. . 

And the Lord said unto l.le , They have well spoken 
that which they have spoken. 

I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto ·thee, and will put my vwrds in 
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall conunand him. 
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Who was that prophet to come? The Priests and 

Levi·tes asked John the. Baptist. if he \vere the One. He said, 

No, but tha t another was to come Who \>las greater ·than he 

(John 1:21). That One was Christ! . Notice John 6~14: 

"Then those men, when they had seen th~ miracle that Jesus 

did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come 

into the world." Jesus Christ was to come to this earth 

·to maqnify the La\v and make it more honorable (Is a . 42:21). 
~-·--"'-

He said:: 

':Phink not t~h.at I am come to destroy the lav:r, or 
the prophets; I am not c ome to destroy, but to 
fulfil. 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the la.v.r, ·till all be fulfilled (IIIatt. 5:17-18). 

Newberry shows the true meaning of verse 17 in his edi·tion 

of the Englishman 1 s Bible: 1 0 Think not that I am come to 

unbind ·the Law r or the Prophets : I am not come to unbind, 

but to FILL UP. 1
' Christ 1 s intention was to fill to the 

brim the understanding and spiri·tual impact of His Father's 

When and how did Christ reveal the spiri·t of the 

Law? 

The Sermon on the Mount 

\Joj'here, _E?Xa,ct:ly 1 was Jesus when He spoke these words 

recorded by Matthew? Was He not in the very midst of 

lThomas Newberry, "The Law and the Prophets," Foot­
steps of Truth, New Series, XI, p. 281. Also see Ernest­
Martin r D~~j_gn and Development of the .!i.?_lY ScriJ?.ture r Rev. 
Ed. pp. 243-245. 
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delivering His most famous discourse--the Sermon on the 

Haunt??? _ This discourse _ is reported by. bo.:th Matthew· and 

Luke in Robertson's Sedtion 54, pp. 48 ff. 

After giving His famou~:; "Bea·ti tudes, 11 Cb.rist intra-

duced the _:1=.-_!]enie of ·this discourse--His st.andard of righ-t·-

eousness contrasted to that of the Scri.bes and Pharisees. 

His ~pecific :eurpose ~tat~men-t:_--or key of this talk--is 

given in Matt. 5:17-18, already quoted! 

Christ then reveale d the original spiritual intent 

of His Father's Law with six illus-c.rations: murder, 

adultery, divorce, oaths, retaliation, and love of enemies. 

For example, notice Matt. 5:27-28 : 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time ,. Thou shal-t n o·t corruTti ·t adult.e ry: 

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 
woman t:o lust after her hath committed adultery wiJch 
her already in his heart. 

J'esus was a lav.r-giver ·too, delivering New ?;_estamefl:t laws: 

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by 
them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

But I say unto you, Swear not at all~ neither 
by heaven; for it is God 1 s throne: 

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: 
neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 
great King. 

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 
canst not make one. h air white or black. 

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil (Matt. 5:33-37). 

Almsgiving, prayer and fasting--practices that lead to real 1 

true righteousness--are expounded next, covered by Matthew, 

Chapter 6, verses 1 through 18. Christ's main concluding 

point is the famous "Golden Rule:" "Therefore all things 
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whatsoever ye wou l d that men do to you, do ye even so to 

them: for this is the law and -the prophets 11 (Matt. 7~12). 

T'•lO Sermons on the Mount or One? 

The question always arises among scholars whether 

there was one Sermon on -the Moun·t or :_1::~<2_, the first usually 

called the Sermon on the Mount and the second, the Sermon 

on the Plain. We ne,~:;d to answer t.his question in order to 

reconstruct an accur ate harmony. Let's see what the schol-

ars say firs·t. 

Rober·tson' s !iarmon:z contains a very helpful appendix 

"Notes on Special Points" 2 which sums up well the research 

of the scholars. Although he personally feels that there 

was only one se:t:mon 1 he does pref.>en·t thn::e theories of 

those who promulgate two separate sermons. Summarized 

briefly, these theories are: 

1. Tvm Discourses dis·tinct: in time, place; circum­
stances and audience. 
(a) Time of delivery appears to be different. 

Mat:thew'"gi ves the sermon before his call (Matt. 
9:9) while Luke precedes the sermon by the call 
of the Twelve. But Matthew's arrangement in 
chapters 8-13 is not meant to be chronological, 
but topical. Also Matthew makes no note of time 
for his discourse. 
(b) The !2lace appears to be different. 

One is on a m6untain (Matt. 5:1), while the other 
is on a plain (Luke 6:17). The Revised Version 
has Luke saying 11 a level place." So the scrip­
tures can harmonize if the miracles were performed 
on a level place on the mountain side (Luke 6:17), 
followed by Christ ascending higher to sit down 
to teach His di~ciples. 
(c) The audience is different. 
Really, both 1>1atthew (4:25) and Luke (6:17) allude 
to great multitudes from the same general regions, 



but in either case Jesus is said to a ddress only 
His disciples (Matt. 5:1 and Luke 6:20). 
(d) The contents are radicallv different. 
Some obje-ct to Luke 1 s omi ·tting l arge portions of 
what Matthew has. Luke has only 30 verses; Matt­
hew, 107. But several large portions of the same 
matter has been placed elsewhere in Luke's Gospel 
(Cf. Matt. 6:9-13 and Luke lr-:2-4; Mat.t. 6:25-·34 
and Luke 12:22-31). Nor ne~d we be surprised that 
Luke, writing generally for all Christians omits 
l arge portions towards the beginning of th~ sermon 
that were designed e~::;pecially for Jews. But as 
we have already learned, true Bible unde rstand­
ing is arrived at by a process of addition of 
scripture 0 It ought to be re~nembered t.hai.: ·the 
two discourses begin alike and end a.like, have 
a general similarity in order and show a gener~l 
likeness and of·ten absolut~e idepti·ty of: expres­
sion. 

·2. Another theory holds ·that ~che ·tvvo sermons are 
distinct, but spoken on the same day, and near 
toget:.her. Two subpo.int.s of this t:heory are: 
(a) Matthew 1 s was spoken before the choice of the 
Apostles, - to th~ disciples, alone, and while Jesus 
was sitting on the mountain. 
(b) Luke 1 s was spoken after the choice, to the 
multi tudes and sJcanding on. the plain. 
But Matthew 7:28 refers to the multitudes who 
were astonished at His teaching and in Luke 6:20 
11 He lifted up His eyes on His disciples . " 
So the distinction vanishes. 

3. Wieseler3 holds that Matthew has simply brought 
together detached sayings of Jesus on different 
occasions and does not mean to present the whole 
as one discourse; Luke's account being only one 
of the discourses used by Hat·thew. 
But this violates the evident notes of place and 
surroundings by which Matthew gives local color 
and c as t to the entire discourse (Matt. 5:1, 8:1). 

4. Both Matthew and Luke give substantially similar 
accounts of the same discourse (Robertson's con­
clusion--and the right one as we shall see) . Most 
of the arguments for this interpretation have been 
mentioned in rebuttal of the previously mentioned 
theories. Why is there only one sermon? 
(a) £.1ost natural explanation in view of the large 
volume of similar matter in both. 

3wieseler, Chronological Sy1~, pp. 297-298. 
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(b) Hardly likely that .. 1esus would again make the 
same sermon to the same audience and under the 
same circumstances. 
(c) No objections to this thedrj that do not admit 
of a probably explanation. 

Riddle agrees with this general explanation of the 

events of the day: 

. the order of circumstances would seem rather 
to have heen the following: Our Lord retires to 
the mountain and chooses the Twelve; and with them 
descends to the multitudes on the level place or 
plain, where he heals many. As they press upon him, 
he again ascends to a more elevated sp( t , where he 
can overlook the crowds and be heard by them; and 
here, seating himself with the Twelve around him, 
he addresses himself to his disciRlei in particular 
and to the multi tudes in general .. ,. 

Of course, it is also possible that at first Jesus talked 

privately to His disciples higher in the mountain, but by 

·the time His discourse was finished many of the multi tude 
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had found Him and listened to Him talking to His disciples. 

Besides Robertson's proofs, there are two o ·ther 

positive proofs to support only ~ne sermon: (1) Using our 

second basic premise we can establish the sequence of 

(2) Consensus of other harmonies. 

Following our second premise that Luke's Gospel is 

in order, what is Luke's event just before the Sermon on the 

Mount? It is Robertson's Section 53--The Selection of the 

Twelve Apostles--Luke 6:12-16. Table 9 on the following 

page gives the events surrounding this Sermon. Note that 

4Riddle, Harmony in English, p. 170. 



TABLE 9 

EVENTS SURROUNDING THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

Sect. Section Title--Abbreviated Matt. Hark Luke 

~~:·50 Sabbath Controversy with the Pharisees 12:1-8 2:23-28 6:1-5 

#51 Third Sabbath Con-troversy 12:9-14 3:1-6 6:6-ll 

#52 Jesus Teaches and Heals by Galilee 12~15-21 3:7-12 

#53 Jesus Selects the Twelve Apostles -- 3:13-19 6:12-16 

#54 Sermon on t h e IvJ:ount 5:1-8:1 -- 6:17-49 ----·- --
#55 Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant 8: 5-lJ:'n~ ·-- 7:1-10 

#56 He Raises a Widow 1 s Son at Nain -- -- . 7:11-17 

#57 The Message from the Baptist 11:2-19 -- 7:18-35 

#58 1iJoes Upon the Cities of Opportunity 11: 20--30 

#59 The Anointing of Christ's Feet -- - ·- 7:36-50 

#60 The Second Tour of Galilee -- -- 8:1-3 

#61 Blasphemous Accusation 12:22-37 3:19-30 

**Matthew 8:2-4 appear much earlier in Section 45. 

l 
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Luke's account l
. ,~ - ;:;, alsp preserved by Mark 3.:13-19. We shall 

return t o this event later in the chapter. Previous to 

this, Mark covers Robertson's Section 52--Jesus Teach~s 

and Heals Great Multitudes by the Sea of Galilee--~ Mark 

_3: 7-12 • . Matth_ew _also_ .recGr_cls this event, _12: 15-21. Natt-

hew's events in Chapter 12 leading U£ to t .he Sermon agree 

with ·those of !•lark and Luke. 

If we as.sume only one_ Sermon, then the next event 

follmving t:hose of Chapte:c 12 l.J.as to be the Sermon, Chap-

ters 5-7! Matthew doesn't seem to be too sequential in 

this portion of his Gospel! Based ~ole.l_y_ or1 pre-Sermon 

events, we canno·t prove ·that Matthew 1 s Se rmon i s unique from 

r.uke 1 s, nor can we disprove it and establish two sermons. 

We know that several. chapters of Matt.hev; are not meant to be 

chronological but topical. So how can we resolve our 

problem'? 

There are only two logical places to position Mo.tt--

hew's Sermon: either conte~lPO£~£Y with Luke's as Robertson 

has it or separately just before Robertson's Section 45--A 

Leper Healed--and the third calling of the disciples, Luke 

5:1-11 , already established as a different event from 

Section 41 (q.v. Chapter Three). The latter arrangement 

would place Matt. 8:2-4 of Section 45 directly following 

Matthew 1 s Sermon (5:1-8 : 1). But it would also put his 

Sermon even before the calling of Matthew {Levi), covered 

in Section 47, Matt. 9:9-13 and Luke 5:27-32. It seems 

unlikely that this rather lengthy private instruction of 
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Jesus would be made beiore He had called all of His dis-

ciples. 

There can be no question about the post-Sermon 

events. Bo·th Luke-·-wri ting _ir~ or~ler--·and Hat thew agree 

completely with Jesus 1 healing of a Centuriont s servan·t r 

Robertson 1 s Sedtion 55, Luke 7:1-10 and Matt. 8:5-13. 

Refer again to th~ Table 9 on page 80 to see this clearly. 

Based on our second premise, the logical choice is 

to place Natthm.·7 1 s Sermon parallel with Luke 1 s some 'Lime 

after all the disciples had been called and instructed. In 

this arrangement both Mark and Luke are in precise sequen-

tia.l order. 

Concensus of Harmonies 

Of the harmonies already referred to in this 

thesis, those of Robertson, Stevens and Burton, Burton and 

Goodspeed, Strong, and Riddle all agree that there was but 

one Sermon on the Mount. Only Mimpriss5 feels there were 

t\¥0, arranged a.s explained above. He prefers to follor,.7 the 

order and reasonings of Greswe11 6 and his Harmonica. It 

is true that the majority of scholars may ~ot always be 

right; but in light of all the evidence already presented, 

the harmonists' agreement does add weight to our conclusion" 

5M· . J 7 lmprlss, Gospe. Treasury, pp. 26 -268. 

6 
Gres'dell, Dissertations, Vol. II, p. 422 ff. 
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In ·the p:r·cvious chapter we learned of· the signif-

icance of P(_?Et~_<2~i?Jc in history. ~ve no;v come to one of the 

major questions of t h is chripte~: Is it pos~ible that the 

Sermon on the Mount·- - t:he giving of the 11 spir:U:ual" Ten 

Cornmandment 1awE:: - .. ·was also delivered on PentecosJc??? The 

time of year is la t e Spring as we shall see, and the sub-

ject ma.t:ter -fi·ts ··this · Holy Day! 

1\1 though the exact .L.' L.l.me setting of the Sermon is 

not given by Matthew or Luke, we can ascertain the approx-

imate time by analyzing the events around this Sermon for 

chronological indications.· Chapter One has already pro-

vided some of ·the answers. Section 50·--The Sabba·th Cont.ro-

versy--shown in Table 9 is precisely dated as the Passover 

and Days of Unleavened Bread in 29 A.D. The next ~_?solutely 

dated event does not occur 1 unfortunately, until ~ ~_::~r 

la.t.~r, the next. Passover in 30 A.D., Section 72. Table 10 

on the next two pages covers the events for that year. Are 

there other events during the year that can be approximately 

dated? 

The first tour of Galilee by Christ and His dis-

ciples lasted about three months from PenteGo~t to Trumpets 

as already mentioned in Chapter One. It seems reasonable 

. that His second tour mentioned in this year in question in 

Robertson's Section 60 could have likewise lasted several 

months. Mimpriss quotes Greswell as saying: 

Th~ time taken up by it {the second tour}, 
on the same principle as before, would be three 



Sect. Title--Abbreviated 

#50 Sabbath Controversy 
with Pharisees 

#51 Sabbath Controversy 
v1i·th Pharisees 

#52 

#53 

#54 

Jesus Teaches' by Sea 
of Galilee 

Choosing of Twelve 

Sermon on the Mount 

Tl\BLE 10 

THE GP~AT GALILEAN MINISTRY 

Place 

Galil'ee? 

Galilee? 

Galilee 

Mount·ain 
Galilee 

Mount:ain 
Gali}..ee 

Date Matt. 

Passover 29 A.D. 12:1-3 

Sabbath later 12:9-14 

12:15-21 

Pentecost 29? 

Pentecost 29? 5:l-8:J. 

#55 Jesus Heals the Centur- Capernaum 
ion's Servant 

8:5-13 

#56 

#57 

#58 

#59 

#60 

He Raises a Widow's 
Son 

Message from John 

Woes upon Cities 

Anointing of Christ 1 s 
I Fee·t 

Second! Tour of Galilee 
! 

Nain 

Galilee 11:2-19 

Galilee 11~20-30 

Galilee 

Ga.li1ee 1\pprox. 3 roo.? 

Hark Luke 

2:23- 28 6:1-5 

3:1-6 6:6~11 

3:7-12 

3:13-19 6:12-16 

6:17-49 

7:1-10 

7:11-17 

7:18-35 

7:36-50 

8:1-3 



TABLE 10--Continued ----
Sect. Title--Abbreviated Place Da.t.e Matt. Mark L1..1.ke 

#61 Accusation of League Galilee 12:22- 37 3:19-30 

#62 Scribes and Pharisees Galilee 12:38-45 
~ S. I Demana .1.gn 

#63 Christis Mother Seek Him Galilee 12:46-50 3:31-35 8:19-21 

#64 First Group of Parables Galilee Autumn? 13:1-53 4:1-34 8:4-21 

#65- Crossing the Lake Galilee Autumn? 8:18,23-27 4:35-41 8:22-25 

#66 Demoniac at Gerasene Gerasa 8~28-34 5:1-20 8;26-39 

#67 Return and Healing of Capernaum? 9:18-26 5:21·-43 8:40-56 
Jairus' Daughter 

#68 Heals Two Blind Men 9:27-34 

#69 Last Visit to Nazareth Nazareth 13:54-58 6:1-6 

#70 Third Tour of Galilee Galilee Approx. 3 mo.? 9:35-11~1 6:6-13 9:1-6 

#71 Fears of Herod 14:1-12 6:14-29 9:7-9 

#72 First Retirement I.J:ounocain Passover 30 A .• D. 14:13-21 6;30-44 9:10-17 
Galilee 
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or four months at. least; and if it began about 
the feast of Pentecost in our Lord's second year , .•• 

7 it would be over about the feast of Tabernacles •. 

Less information is ascertainable about th~ th~rd tour--

Section 70--other than it ended shortly before the Passover 

in 30 A.D. It, ·too 1 could h::J.ve lasted about three months. 

we can account for only one half of this entire year! 

We. cou ld specula·te that the second tour was a summer _....,_. --·- -

tour comrnencing af·ter Pentecost and ending near the time of 

the Fall Feasts, just like Christ 's first tour of Galilee. 

This [:.;eems reasonable. The third tour had_ to. be a .wint.er 

campaign since it ended before the Passover. This arrange-

ment places a number of events (Sections 61-69) in ·time 

betv;een the Fall Feasts and the end of the year. 

It's in-teresting to note tha'c thr.:;, J?Ul_)j~ct~- of some 

of these events did, indeed, have to do with the Fall 

Feas ts. Section 62--The Scribes and Pharisees Seek a 

Sign--does speak of a judgment and a resur~ectio:::!_, and 

Section 6 4- -The First Group of Parables--has much to do 

with the establishing of the Kingdom o f God on this earth. 

The Fall Feas ·ts of 'I':r:-umpet s and •r abernacles picture these 

events ! 

Unfortunately, only a s k etchy outline of this year 

can be formed--and speculative at best, but sufficient to 

allow us to date approx~mately the Sermon on the Mount. 

From our discussions we have learned that the Sermon was 

after the Pass over and before the second tour which undoubt-

7Mi mpriss , Go spe l Trea s1~_9:> p. 289. 
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edly began .~Jt:.e:c Pentecost and lasted through the Sunu--ner 

until the Fall Feasts. The Sermon occurred in late Spring--

and because of the. very nature o:r i:he discoui·se f the giving 

of laws--we can even theorize that .it vms given on i.:he veri: 

Choosing of the Apostlei ------· ______ ,___,::._.. __ , ____ _ 
Over a year and a half had passed since Christ 

first called His disciples. After this period of exhaus-

tive training the time had come to make a final choice of 

·the ~rwel ve. But this v1as no choice Christ was to make 

lightly. Notice Luke 6:12-13: 

And it came to p&ss in those days e that he \vent 
out i n.t:o a mountain t~o p:cay 1 and ~_2!1ti~?_ued all nig0·t 
in prdyer to God. 

And when it -rdas day 1 he called unt.o him his dis­
ciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he 
named apos t.:les. 

Jesus spent all night in prayer with His Father to be sure 

He made the proper choice! The next morning He called His 

disciples toge·t.her a nd appointed the i::.\vel ve (verses 13·-16) • 

He descended to a level place with the disciples where a 

great multitude of people had assembled 11 • . to hear him 

and to be healed of their diseases; And they t hat were 
. 

vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed. And the 

whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue 

out of him, and healed them all" (verses 17-19). Nany great 

miracles were performed that morning following Jesus' all-

night prayer! 

But Jesus had 12_~ivate instructions for His newly 
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chosen Apostles, so " • seeing the. multitudes, he went 

up ini:o a mountain.: 

came unt.o him: A.nd he opened his mou~th, and taught 

them . (Matt . 5 : 1-2 ) • Th~n Christ be~an His famous 

Sermon on the Hount~-mean·t principally for His discip-les, 
~--------~· · .:.- ~-- -- ______ -.u;....., ___ _ 

not:. the multitudes! ll.fter all, the disciples were the ones 

who were ·to rec2i ve His Holy Spirit so they could keep_ these 

laws a:nd teach them to others~ The vasJc majori-ty of t:he 

multi tudes v101.J.ld eventua.l:Ly le.ave Him, only 120 diP:ciples 

remaining loyal after His crucifixion. 

Conclusion 

Remember, the scrip-tural flow shov1s ·that. tb.e 

ch<2?.Si~;:r of the 7-=;pos·tles ai_?:_9_ the Senn.on on the Houn·t bo·th 

occu~red on the same day, reckoning a day as God does from 

sunset to sunset. I:E the Sermon vlas given on Pentecost, 

then so was the choice of the Twelve made on that day! But 

doesn't that fit, too, with the meaning of this Holy Day? 

r.rhe New Testamen·t Church began two years later on Pentecost, 

31 A.D., with the Twelve Apostles showing great miracles 

and powerful preaching! Would not the beginning of God 1 s 

human ·apostolic government \·lith the choice of t.he Twelve be 

~J:?propriat.e1v and significan__-t:_~ made on a Pentecost too? 

Even the nu:rnber 11 twelve" signified "beginnings" in the 

Bible. There were the tw·elve tribes of Israel, the begin-

ning of God 1 s physical nation. Likewise, twelve apostles 

and 120 (12 x 10) disciples began God's spiritual nation. 

In fact, Mimpriss again quotes Greswell 1 s cominent about 



the choice -of Hatthias to replace .. J1..l.das: 

The nurobe:C, twe.lve, then seems to have been 
something, from the first, absolutely essential to 
the int~grity of the apostolic bod~; and so under­
stood accordingly. Hence, even before the day of 
Pentecost { 31 A.D.}, or rather ~_gj:!.ins_!:_ ·thaJc day 
itself, the reparation of ·the defect in that number, 
produced by the apostacy of Judas, wheri Matthias 
was appointed in his stead, Ac.i.lS-26, was yet 
but a necessary precautiono8 

Per:h.aps further research will subst:ant.iat:e my 

theories presented in this chapter. If they are proved 

true 1 then 'i·Je have a number of very significant events 

occurring on Pentecost, 29 A.D.! 

8 rbid_. I p. 266. 
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CHl'>.P'rER SIX 

11 YE SEEI< Jl~SUS OF NAZ!-I.RErl'H I HHICH vms- CH.UCIFIED: 

HE IS RISEN 11 --HARK 16:6 

"As cension Sund ay" of modern-day Christianity is t he 

mos 1c misunders 1cood ~~y ·in man 1 s hist.ory ! 'Ihe ave r age Easte r 

sunrise worshipper k nows l i tJcle o:r n o thing of ~yha_:1.:_ E.~ c~lly_ 

happe ned on that. d a y or ~}l.,Y._ ~ Since .A.rili a.ssador College has 

already publishe d ample literatu re about Chri s t's Sabbath 

resurr ection, we will proce ed directly to analyze Robert-

son 1 s Part XIV- - "The Resurrection, Appe arances and Ascen-

sion." 

The proble m of harmonizing the events that took 

place on that day as given in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24 

and John 20 is an interesting and difficult one! Based 

on our premises, can we harmonize these different accounts? 

Riddle has this commen·t t.o make about this portion 

of scrip·ture: 

It is no doubt.true that more of these apparent 
difficulties are found in this short portion of the 
Gospels than in almost all the rest. This has its 
cause in the circumstance that each writer here 
follows an eclectic method, and records only what 
appert.ained t:o his own particular purpose or expe­
rience. Thus many of the minor and connecting facts 
have not been preserved; and the data are therefore 
wanting to make out a full and complete harmony of 
all the accounts, without an occasional resort to 
something of hypothesis. Had we all the facts, we 
may well rest assured that this part of the sacred 
history would at once prove to be as exact, as 



consistent, and as complete, as any and every 
other portion of the Word of God.l 

Each Gos~el writei selected those particular facts which 

seemed to hi.m most .i.mport.ant for his purpose and pas sed by 

91 

incider1.t:al points" 'l'he writers did not dra.w their accounts 

:from one sou:r:-ce (other than from God) but: gave an incomplete 

h i story, intr oducing those details with which each was 

familiar, or \vh.ich best sui1:ec1 his pla.n,. ~ve must recon-· 

:::; t r nc:t t.fre activi-ties o t~ t:h a~l: d a y by filli.Jdg i n the missing 

f acts by d e duction and explana tion. Guided by our pre~ises i 

we shoul<.'J. be able to arriv e a ·t a so1u~~1~ that agre es wi th 

all the scriptures. 

Maior Differences 
_,....:::.__ __ ·----·-·-·· · ~ ~~--·-

We have al r eady seen t hat the truth of a Biblical 

subje c t is garnered by additi o n of d i fferent accounts. We 

are faced with these problems: 

{ 1) How many women went ·to the sepulchre on Sunday morning 

.and who b e longe d to which group? No Gospel writer 

d~_!:-_:!:_es that. more \vomen v1ere present than those he 

mentions by name. For instance, John does not state 

that Mary Hagdalene only was present. Verse 2 of 

John 20 indicates the contrary with the expression 

II • we know not where they have laid him." Each 

writer may single o~t one or more yet- does not deny 

the presence of others. 

1Riddle, Harmony in English, p. 199. 
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(2) l-Iow many angels \,re re there and what position or loca-

tion did each take1 According to Luke 24~4 th~re were 

t wo angels, bu-l: Matthevi and Hark me ntion only one . This 

may not be a discrepancy. The fact that the other angel 

i s not mentioned must not be t aken as a denial of his 

presence. 

(3) l> third quest.ion that:. a :cises is hmv £_r:_aD:Y_ visit~:; were.: 

made to t:w tomb r \'7he~ and !:?Y v1hon~_? Taking each Gospel 

accoun·t as totally unique, one could coun·t eigh!_ v isits, 

or combin.ing each accm.mt. one could count: only !:w~ . 

.r"j..nother f.::tcet of this question concerns the o rder_ of 

the different-visits. 

Table 11 on the following two pages gives the reader 
--· - some Tdea of t.li~ greai: variety of solutions to this ha:rmony-

problem. I n sorrtt.3 cases all the harmonies listed are wrong, 

sometimes t.hey agree but of·ten they dis~ree! 

One scholar, Gre~well, 2 analyzes the problem and 

diffe rences this way : Each evangelist records one visit . 

Luke and John record a second but it is directly related 

to and a result of the first. Matthew, Mark and John 

discuss the same visit (Mark is a supplement to Matthew) , 

while r,uke records a different event. There are t wo par·ties 1 

Salome 1 s and Joanna's, which arrive at different times at 

the tomb. 

Creswell makes these observations in his analysis: 

Matthew states (1 ) an earthqua ke occurred; (2) the stone 

2 "1 Gres1t1e.L , 



TABLE 11 

DIFFERENT HAf\.l':lONY ARRANGEJYlENTS 

Robertson Mimzriss Riddle Stevens & Burton s~crong 

§169 Mt.28:l §159 J.V1t.28:2-4 
Mk.16:1 Hk.l6:l §137 Mk.16:l 

§138 i.IJ:t. 28:2-4 
Mk.l6:9 

§170 Mt.28:2-4 §Gl Mt.28:1-8 § 16 0 M·t. 2 8 : 1 § ]_4 3 I•l t . 2 8 : 1-1 0 §139 Mt . 28:1,5-10 
§171 Iv1t.28:5-8 

1'1k • 16 : 2 - 8 Mk~l6:1-8 I'1k .16: 2-4 IJlk.l6:l-ll I•ik . 16 : 2 - 8 
Lu.24:1-8 Lu.2 4:1- 3 Ln.23~56~·24:12 Lu.24:l-8 
Jn.20:1 Jn.20~ 1.-2 J~l. 20: 1-18 Jn.~0:1-2a 

§G2 Mt.28:ll-15 §144 Mto28:11-1S. §140 Hto28;1l-15 

§161 Mt .. 28:5-7 
I-1k • 16 : 5-7 

§G3 Lu.24:1-9 1 11 Lu.24:4-8 

§162 Mt.28:8-l0 
Mk.lo:8 

§172 Lu.24:9-12 §G4 Lu.24:10 Lu.24:9-ll 
Jn.20:1-2 

§GS Lu.24:12 §163 Lu.24:12 § 141 :: .... u. 24:12 
Jn.20:2-10 Jn.20:3-10 ,Jn.20:3-10 Jn.20:2b-10 

§173 Mk.16:9-1l §G6 I~k.l6: 9-11 §164 Mk.l6:9-ll §142 Hk.l6:10-11 
Lu.24:10 

Jn.20:11-18 Jn.20:ll-18 Jn.20:11-18 Jn.20:ll-18 

( [ fi ( 



TABLE 11--Cont~,~ed ----
Robertson Mimpriss Riddle Stevens & Burton Stro~ --

§174 Mt.28:9-10 

§175 Mt.28:11-15 § 165 I'1·t. 28:11-15 
I 

§176 Mk.l6:12-13 § G 7 I"lk . 16 : 12 §166 Mk.16:12-13 §145 Nk.l6:12-l3 §143 Mk.16:12-13 
Lu.24:13-32 Lu.24:13-32 Lu. 24: 13-·35 Lu~24~13-35 Lu.24:13-:35 

§G8 Mk.:l6:13 
§177 Lu.24:33-35 Lu.24~33-35 

I Cor.15:5 I Cor.15:5 
. 

§178 l'1k.16:14 § 16 7 Mk .• 16 : 14 -18 § l ~t C Hk . 16 : 14 §144 Mk.l6:l4-18 
Lu.24:36-43 §G9 Lu.24:36-43 Lu.24:36-43 Lu.24:36-·~9 
Jn.20:19-25 Jn~20:19-25 Jn . 20:19-23 Jn.20 : 19-25 Jn. 20: 19-:~5 

I Cor.l5:5 

§G10 Mk.l6:14 
§179 Jn.20:26-31 Jn.20:26-29 §168 Jn.20:24-29 §147 Jn.20:26-29 §145 ,Jn.20:26-:~9 

I Cor.15:5 I Cor.l5:5 

( 



95 

was removed and an angel was sitting on it~ the guards were 

s·till presenti (3) the women did not en·ter the torrJJ. All 

events recorded took. place out~_~de the tomb. Hark supple-

ments Iv1a 0cthew by adding ( 4) upon entering the tomb and 

before there was time to examine for the body, the women 

sa1,'7 an angel sitt;_~_i]_q_ on the right. Mcn:k seems to record 

all the evenJc.s tha·t occurred inside ·the ·tomb. 

His analysis of Luke on the other h a nd shows: 

(l) no mention of an ea:cth.q:uake ; ( 2) the s·t:one was rerwved 

bu·t no one visible at. ·the ent.rancei (3) th-e women ent:ered 

the ·to:rnb i and ( 4) ·the vlOIT!(~n s a\v no one and had ·time to 

examine the tomb for a body before ·the two angels appeared 

John_~ Gospel adds these facts: l'1ary !·1agdalene 

didn 1 t enter ~t.he_ . tomb but: ran ·to P::~ ter and ~John. She 'cold 

them tha·t "they" (whoe ver "they" is--probably referring ·to 

the guards) have taken av; ay Christ's body and that 11 \vG" 

(Mary and others) didn't know where. Mary was obviously 

par·t of a group. Greswell speculates that she left the 

party irmnedia.tely 1,\rhen she saw the Jcomb v1as open or that 

the other women sent her back to inform Peter and John of 

their discovery. After Mary's rapid departure, the other 

women proceeded on to the sepulchre and there encountered 

the angel. Mary Magdalene could not have heard this conver-

sation with the angel because of what she later said to 

Christ in Johri 20:13. 

Greswell's conclusion, then, 1s that there were two 



distinct visits: the one recorded by Matt hew and Mark and 

a later one recorded by Luke. 'I'hi s is i.:he only way t.o 

reconcile the differences in the accounts. 

On the other hand otter scholars have attempted to 

reconcile some of the differencc.~s i n i:hese two visi"csv 

Ri.dcUe has ·this >co say about. t:.he po~3t.L~ of the angels: 

Luke speaks o£ t';..ro angels~ lviattJ1ew e:md Mark of 
only one. . Mark says he was sitting; Luke speaks 
of them apparently as standing, v. 4 . But the GreeK 
-v;;ord in i·ts appropria1:e and acknowledged usage is !:_r~ 
appear suddenly, to be suddenly present, wi thout- ~ 
re"IerenD~"To-· fFs etymolog-y;·c:oi11iJ ·:·--:Luke ___ 2 :9 ; Ac-L.s 12:7 0 ..) 

StillE there remain i rreconcilible differences that seem to 

dern;,- nd two distinc-t visits. Robertson' s Harmonv has but. 
--¥-~--->:-... 

one, Section 171. 

TiHiC of ·the Apoearzmces --------·- -:.-·----·· ------
Before we discuss other scholars' opinions and 

solu·tions, let us analyz e ·the t.irne of the appearances. The 

four Gospels writers each use a different Greek expression 

to describe the time of the visits of the women. Do these 

expressions indica·te di f fe rent t ir.1!" s or merely different 

_grafn.I!.1atical ways of express ing essentially the ~ !:_irn ~_? 

l\'latthew 28:1 reads "In ·the end of the Sabbath, 

as it began to dawn. II This is translated from ~$~ 

~~ ~~a a~~w" ~n1 b'ITl~W0KOU~0~ , · r. h S bb h u~ v~~~~· v · ~ 1 ~ ~ - V meanlng aLter t e a at S at 

time of daybreak, according to Godet . 4 The final Greek 

word come from t:TT 1 owaKw which means 11 to gra.v light, to 

3Riddle, Harmony in Engli sh , p. 202. 

4 
Godet, Co~ent?-ry_~E_Luk~ , p. 5 03. 



according to 
5 

Thayer. 

Mark's account, 16:1--2, reads: ". . . ·when the 

Sabbath was past . . and very early in the morning . 

at ·the rising of - Jche sun." This expression comes from 

. Kat ~{av npwt . 
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en> aTE { ~0'.\lTO<; T ou 1l Xf ou f and li i:erally means It being past the 

Sabb a.ths • . and very early . . having risen the sun." 

Godet: says u at the -rising of the sun," while Thayer6 brings -- ---

ouJc ·that: 'Tr pw { means "in the morning r early. 11 Riddle 

corn.ments on the seem:Lngly cont.radiction of Hark 16 ~ .L-2: 

But Nark, in v. 2, has added the phrase "a t the 
rising of t.he sm1 .. " (Tlw R. V, is still more exact: 
"when the sun v1as risen. n) These word '> seemf at 
first, to be directly at variance with the language 
of the ot:.her three Evangelists r and \vi th the "v.:.£y 
early" of J:-1ark himself. Yel:, as Mark by the expres­
sion "very early" has definitely fixed the time in 
accord-ance with -.all the other Evangel-is·ts, \·Je cannot. 
suppos e that by the subsequent phrase he meant to 
con·trc:uJ.ic t himself and ·thern. He must t.h r::cefo:r:e have 
employed this l atter expression in a broader and less 
definite sense, not inconsistent with the other. 
As the sun is the source of light and day, and his 
earliest rays produce the contrast between night and 
dawn, so the term sunrising might earily come in 
popular u sage, by 2:;-:ri:letonymy o:E cause for effec·t r 

to be put for all that earlier interval when his 
rays still ~truggling with darkness do yet usher 
in the day.? 

Luke's accoun t (24:1) tells us: ". • very early 

in the morning" from b'p8pou (30'.6soc;. Godet8 and Thayer9 

5Thayer 1 Greek J::.exicg_'2, p. 24 6. 

6 rbid:;-· p-~ 55'4: ·· 

7Riddle, Harmony in English, p. 201. 

8Godet, C~nnment~ry on Luke, p. 503. 

9 Thayer, Greek Lexicon, p. 453. 
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agree exactly with this translation. 

John 20:1 says: . when it was yet dark . tl 

.\ · "" ,.,. V • · rr from the Greek npw1 oKoTta~ ET l ouon~ , l1terally early 

dark still it being." ThayerlO brings out that the ndark" 

So, although the Greek expressions are different, 

they all can prciperly rnean ap~)roximatelv the sam~ !-_ii_!!~· 

Gn::svmll says: It • all which are descriptions, as 

nearly as possible, of the same point of time . .. 11 

Regardless of the numbe~c of visits, they a1J. must. have been 

close toget.her early in the morning, just as the sun aro:·' C. 

The Parties of Women 

Each Gospel writer gives a slightly different list 

o.f women v.isi ting· the ·torob early that Sunday morning. 

I·-ia~cthew records only I:-1ary Magdalene and the "other" l\)ary; 

Hark LLsts I•iary Magdalene, the "othe:c" Hary, and Salome; 

Luke at.: first says "they 11 and "certain others", but later 

specified that Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary (mother of 

Jarnes) , and other women (probably including Susanna-- -LukE'~ 

8:3) had been at the tomb; and John mentions only Mary 

Magdalene, but i mplies there were others as already ex-

p.lained by the use of "we." 

It is definite that there was one following of 

women whose joint mission was to prepare spices and to 

10 Ibid., p. 580. 

11Greswell, Dissertations, Vol. III, p. 312. 



anoint Jesus' body at their first opportunity. The scrip-

tures do allow the "following" to be composed of smal l er 

groups, or at least two groups r who may have lived at. 

different places bu.-t all who started for the ·tom_,_>:> Sundt.q 

morning. They could have arrived at slightly different 

time s and still not contradict scripture. 

Only Luke gives a hint of two distinct groups. 

Riddle interjects this thought: 

Matthew and Mark tell of the two Marys watching 
a 1.: ~tl1 E.7. ·tonllJ ; wJ1i.le IJuke speak.s of a la:cg·E~r number of 
women (Luke 23:55). In his further account he refers 
to the sctme party , Vlhile I:·Ia.tthe'"' na.mes ·the two Harys, 
Hark adding Sa. lome to the number. The ·transcribers, 
supposing that Luke mea.nt these persons, added t.o 
Luke 24:1 the phrase: "and certain oth::=: r s with thera.!! 
It was the larger body of ,,mmen tl.la"!:-brought. the 
s-pices . The other Evangc~lists do not af-firm ·this 
of the two Marys and Salome. In v. 10 Luke seems 
to distinguish tvw parties of 'ivomen. .i'\11 these 
divergences point to a succession of visits, which 
might well be expected in the excited condition 
expressly affirmed of ·the -;,-mmen.l2 

1 -. 
In fact, Godet-~ comes to this conclusion: Mary 

Magdalene arrived a·t ·the sepulchre with the o·ther women. 
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On seein g the stone rolled away, she ran to Peter and John. 

The other women remained, perhaps some arriving a little 

later (Mark). The angel declared the resurrection and the 

women returned home. Mary Magdalene came back with Peter 

and Johri, and after they left she remained behind to witness 

the appearance of Jesus. 

]_L1 
Greswell's 1 conclusion is basically the same, 

12Rl'ddle ·,· H . R 1' h 202 arrnony J.:E .LJng~§_, p. . . 

13G d .L C t ~- T ' -~o e L-, . ornmen a.1. y on __ ._;u-'< e , p. 504. 

1 4Greswell, Dissertatio~s, Vol. III, p. 312 ff. 
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except he adds the visit of the second group described by 

Luke: Two parties of v\10men leave for the tomb, Salome 1 s 

and Johanna's,. probably from different quarters and perhaps 

at different times. The angel descends, remov~s the stone 

and the resurrection occurs (Obviously this part is wrong). 

Salome 1 s party arrives (M.k. 16 ~ 2) a t sunrise or soon afi:e r 

it. Hary H. .i.s sent bac k imme diately to tell Peter and 

John. The othe r IA7 0meri p:r·ocee d t.o the t.o mb, en·ter it and 

depart (Mt . 28:5-8, Mk 16:5- 8 ). The guards recover after 

the angel leaves and proceed into the city (Mt. 28:1J.-15). 

Next Johanna 's par ty arrives and de p a rts (Luke 24:2-9) . 

Peter and John a r rive, a ccompanied by Ma ry N. (Lu. 24:12, 

John 20:2-10). Upon the d e par ture of Peter and John, 

Mary M. stays (John 20:11-18, Mark 16:9-ll) . Jesus a ppears 

to Mary M. Except for Christ's appearance to the g r oup of 

women that Greswell places later and out of seque nce (Matt. 

28:9-10), this solution seems plausible. 

But perhaps Riddle's solution is the most accurate 

of all: 

The view accepted by the editor is substantially 
that of Lange, and has been thus stated in the 
In·ternat:ion Revision Commentary , Hark, p. 234: 
11 Three -·women, .fvlary l<la.gdalene, £Iary·- the mother of 
James, and Salome, ·two of whom had 'tvatched by the 
sepulchre Friday {!} evening ( ~att. 27:61; Mark 
15:47), start for the sepulchre early on Sunday 
morning (Nark 16:1 1 comp. Ha tt. 2 8: 1) r follo>.ved by 
others bearing spices (Lu1·~.e 24: 1) . These three, 
finding the stone rolled away , are variously affected: 
Mary Magdalene starting back to meet the male dis­
ciples who are also coming (John 20:2); the other 
two, remaining, approach nearer and see one angel 
s itting upon the stone (Mark 16:2-7). They go back 
to meet the other women coming with the spices. 
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While all are absent, Peter and John come and find 
the tomb empt.y (.John 2 0: 3-10) . Mary Nagdalene ret urns , 
sees two angels in the grave (John 20:12), and turning 
round s ees Jesus, and t~ces the tidings to the dis ­
ciples (,John 10: 14-18) . The other t>·lO, surprised by 
the mes~-;o. ge o:E tlJ.e anqel, meet ·the other wo:men bringing 
spices; al l visit the t omb, and see the two angels 
standing (Luke 14:4-7), one of whom ~as s itting on 
the righ t side as they entered (Mark 16:5). As t hey 
go back they meet: t:he Lord (l-'latt. 28:9)." This 
accepts the statements of all the Evangelists as 
~~_£_ictl.Y_ ac_,:;~1r_0t:c: . .r and does no violence ·to the laws 
of interpretation. The account of Luke seems to 
recognize two parties of 'i'lomen , and ~che various 
visi ts thus assumed explain most satisfact orily the 1 ~ 
· - ~· c·-~- to~~r"'"' tc~ .,..... · -·· o ~-L • ·'- 1 1 a]_··· ·· ~..;,;...;., ·~:::Jo • · ..J varlOUS "' .... a .-:..;.,ten , ~.e;:;.p ~ c L...lng cne <Ll.gc: lC appea.t.. cti H . .:t.S. 

Even Ri ddle has a few errors in his construction. ut of 

all the harmonists 1 solutions hi s seems to be the ~ost 

l ogical and agreeable with the basic premises of this 

the ::<LS o 

The later appearances of Jesus to Hi s discip l es 

present c omparatively few difficulties, as Table 11 s hows 

that th.e harmonists genertilly agree with t .he subsequen-t 

manifestations of Jesus. Table 12 on the following page 

summar izes these a;::>pearances. 

Only the first two appearances--to Nary Nagdalene 

and to ·the other v.7crnen .. --are transposed by some b.armonist.s r 

while only Greswell places the appearance to the women 

· after the manifestation of Jesus to the eleven Apo s tles 

eight days later. The appearance to Mary Magdalene must 

preceeded all others because it was made before J esus 

ascerided to heaven to be received of His Fath~i: "Jesus 

151-,l· ddle , Ha"':"'.mc·)n_y . , . 1 20 0 :-\. 1 _ ln Eng..LlS _1, p. _ . 
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TABLE 12 

MANIFESTATIONS OF CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES AND OTHE:ES 

1. To Mary Magdalene, at the sepulchre. By John and Mark. 

2. To the women returning from the sepulchre. Only by 
Ma·tthew. 

3. To Peter, perhaps early in the afternoon. By Luke 
and Paul. 

4. To t:he t wo disciples going to Enuncms, towards evening. 
By Luke and Paul. 

5. To the Apostles, except Thomas, assembled at evenir1;;:;-. 
By Mark, Luke, John and Paul. 

6. To the Apostles, Thomas being present, eight days 
afterwards at Jerusalem. Only by John. 

7. To seven of the Apostle s on the shore of the Lake of 
Tiberias. Only by John. 

8. To the Eleven Apostles and to 500 other brethren, on a 
mountain in Galilee. By Matthew and Pa ul. 

9. To James, probably at Jerusalem. Only by Paul. 

10. To the Eleven at Jerusalem, immediately before the 
ascension. By Luke in the Book of Acts, and by Paul. 

Then follows the ascension. 
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sai th unt.o her 1 Touch me no·ti for I .9~ not ye ·t_ ascended to 

my Fa·ther. 11 (John 2 0: 17 ) . As i::he wave-sheaf offering 

Jesus had not yet been accepted. However, later after His 

ascension and re·turn ·to earth, Jesus did allovJ ·the "''omen to 

touch Him: "And as they· {Salome, Mary, the mo·ther of James, 

and possibly others} went to tell his disciples, behold, 

Jesus met them, sayinq, All hail. And they came and held 

him e.z _th~ fe"~!:, and l:lOrshipped himn (Ma·t·t. 28:9). Mark 

16:9 substantiates this too: "Nov.· when he was risen early 

Maqdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons." 

A Final Solution 

Having researched wha.t the harmonists have to offe:c, 

let us now construct a logical harmony of the events of 

ascension Sunday and the days following. 

Table 13 on the followinq page shows Robertson's 

arrangement of his Part XIV, pp. 239 ff. You will note I 

have included ·the last h1o events of the previous Part 

XIII in this Table. This is necessary in order to estab-

li sh correctly all of the events from the time 6f Jesus' 

crucifixion to His final ascension into heaven. 

Section 167 of Robertson 1 s H~rmony is correctly 

deployed, save his dating. As we knovv and have proved in 

a number of Awbassador College publications, Jesus \vas 

taken captive late Tuesday night after the Passover day 

had begun. His crucifixion and death occurred \vednesday. 

The body ~;\ras taken down from the stake just before sunset, 



TABLE 13 

ROBE:t~TSON 1 S ARRAJ:JGEMENT OF PART XIV 

Sect. 

~~ 16 7 
#168 

Title--Abbreviated 

Burial of Jesus 
vJa tch of women by the tom,~ 

PART XIV 

#169 Visit of women t.o tomb--Sat. 
#170 Earthquake 
#171 Visit of women to tomb--Sun. 
#172 Mary Mtigda1ene reports 
#173 Appearance to Mary Magdalene 
#174 Appearance to other women 
#175 Guards' report 
#176 Appearance to two disciples 
#177 Report of two disciples 
ti178 Appearance to ten 
~11179 Appearance to eleven 
#180 II II seven at Galilee 
#181 " II five hundred 
iH82 11 11 James 
#183 Appearance with cornmission 
#184 Last Appearance and ascension 

l 

Mat·t. Nark Luke --
27:57-60 15:42-46 23:50-54 
27:61-66 15:47 23:55-56 

28:1 16:1 
28:2-4 
28:5-8 16~2-8 24:1-8 

-- -- 24:9-12 
-- 16:9-·11 --

28:9-10 
28:11--15 -- --

-- 16:12-13 24:13 ·-32 
-- --- 24:33-35 
-- 16:14 24;36-43 
-- -- ·--
-- -- --· 

28:16-20 16:15-18 --
-- - ·- --
-- --- 24: 44-49 
-- 16=19-20 24:50-53 

John Acts I Cor. -- -- --· 
19:31-42 

20:1 
20:2-10 
20:11-18 

-- --
-- -- 15;5 

20:19·-25 
20:26-31 -- 15,:5 
21:1-25 

-- -- lS: 6 
-- -- 15 : 7 
~- 1:3-8 
-- 1:9-12 

( 
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Wednesday evening. John refers to the day as the Prep-
~ 

aration for the Sabbath and adds the parenthetical expres-

s.lon n for that Sabbat.h day was an hi9l~ day" (John 19: 31) . 

That Wednesday evening began the 15th of Nisan, the first 

Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. That particular 

week had two Sabbaths--the Holy Day and the regular weekly 

Sabbath! 

The next Section, 168, c overs the watch of the 

'>·.!omen by the tomb. Hark 16:1 c orrec·tly belongs here. After 

the High Sabbath was p a ssedr Mary Magdalene, Mary mother 

of James, and Salome bought spices. Their first oppor-

tunity to do this was on Friday. Luke adds that they 

prepared the spices and ointments (on Friday) and rested 

on ·the Sabbath day (Sat.urday) according to the Commandments 

(Luke 23:56). Their first opportunity to use these spices 

would have been after the Sabbath had ended Saturday 

sunset or not until the following morning, Sunday. They 

chose the latter. 

Robertson 1 s Sections 16 9, 170 and 171 all need to 

be redesigned perhaps as one section containing the 

following scriptures: Matthew 18:1-8, Mark 16:2-8 and 

John 20:1 and a second section for Luke 14:1-8. The 

events that transpired are as follows: Early ln the 

morning Mary Magdalene, 1'1ary mother of James, and Salorne 

came to the t:omb U·lark 16:2, Matt:. 28:1, John 20:1A) 1 

follow~d a little later by others bearing spices. They 

reasoned among themselves hm-1 they \•lould roll away the 
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stone (Mark 16:3). But an earthquake had occurred and an 

angel had de scended to open t.he t.omb and sit upon the stone 

(Matt. 28:2-4, Mark 16:4). The guards were frozen in 

frigh t. Mary Magdalene saw that the stone had been rolled 

aside and i:n.mediately ran back to find Peter and John ·to 

·tell them the news (John 20: lb-2a) . Apparently 1·1ary 

Magdalene did not see the angel for she makes no mention 

-F "h • o.L .dlm to Peter and Johri. 

The otheJ~ t\}o \vomen proceeded on to the ·tomb to 

discove r the angel who addresses ·them and invites them ·to 

ent:er the tomb 0'·1att. 28; 5-7). 'I'hey <'!nter and see an 

angel si_!:~tj:.ng_ on the right side (i\iark 16:5-7) who addresses 

them very similarly to the o·ther angel . (Some co:n:mentators 

speculate tha·t there wa.s but. one conversation by one angel 

ra·ther than t .wo. The fact that there were ·tvTo angels is 

well established, though. Consequently there were probably 

two conver~ations.) The 1,;romen speedily lef·t the ·towb wi·th 

mixed emotions of fear and joy. At first they were afraid 

to say anything to anybody (Mark 16:8, Matt. 28:8), but 

they finally overcame this fear and told the disciples what 

they had seen and heard. 

The Crux of the Harmonv Problem 

Were it not for Luke's account in Chapter 24:8-12, 

our harmony problem would not be so difficult. Because what 

Luke has recorded can be interpreted seveial ways, we are 

faced with alternate solutions to the next several events 

' 
to occur. First let's see what Luke says in these verses 



and how i t can be understood: 

And they reF"'tembered his words, 
And returned from the sepulchre, and told all 

these U1ing~, unto the: ele \Ten, and ·to all ·the rest . 
It was Mary Magdalene , and Joanna, and Mary the 

mother of J·anv:!s, and o ther 'dOJ~en that v,Tere with thern, 
which told these things unto the apostles. 

And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. 

Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and 
stooping down, he beheld the linPn clothes l aid by 
themse lves, and departed, wondering in himself at 
that which was come to p ass. 

According to our b asic premise that Luke wrote in 
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exact sequential order, t hese verses seem to i ndicate that 

Peter did n o-t: visit the ·tonto until all the \mmen mentioned 

had returned to make thei r reports. 

But is this even possible? 

You will recall that Jesus appear~d to the two 

women returning from the ·tomb 1 !?efore t~hey had ye·t re ached 

the disciples to give their report: 

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre 
with fear and great joy; and did run to bring the 
disciples \·wrd. 

And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, 
Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came 
and held him by the feet, and worshipped him (Matt. 
28:8-9). 

And since the \·JOmen touched Him, this appearancl~ must have 

been afte~ His first appearance to Mary Magdalene a n d His 

ascension to His Fa t her. Yet John absolutely establishes 

t hat Peter \ven·t to the tomb ~-~fore Mary Hagdalene met 

Christ! Consequently Christ 1 s appearance to Mary mother 

of James and Salome h~d t o occur after Peter ' s visi t to the 

to:rfl.b ! 

Luke is no·t dogmab.cally saying t .hat all the women 
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mentioned in verse 10 had to return before Peter made his 

visit. As we have seen in previous chapters of this thesis, 

Luke often summarizes events before golng on to another 

topic. Here he is giving the names of the ~arious witnesses 

\·lho reported s~met:im,-:; thc>.t day to the disciples. Then he 

relates the general at.titude of the disciples: "And their 

words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them 

not:" (verse 11) . In spite of the eyewitne~s testimony, 

some of the disciples wouJ.d not believe t hat Jesus was 

alive! T~is is confirmed by John writing about himself: 

Then went in also that oth~r disciple, wh ich 
came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 

For as yet they kne1d not. t:he scriptur(~,. t.hat h·3-­
mus·t rise again from i.:he dead" (John 20: 8-9). 

After this summarization the next event co\.rered by Luke 

is Pe ·ter and John 1 s visit to ·the torob. Note that several 

translat:ions, including 1::.he American I\evision used 

Robertson in his !::farmony, translate Luke 24:12 as: "BUT 

Peter arose, and ran unt o the sepulchre. ." rather than 

·the I<:JV: "THEN arose Peter. ." almost as if Luke is 

contrasting the attitude of Peter and John to the rest of 

the disciples. They did nothing to verify the women 1 s 

story, BUT bold Peter and John ran t.o the tomb to check 

on the women 1 s si::ory! Even the original Greek allows Peter 

and John to have visited the tomb earlier than a strict 

sequeritial order of events seems to demand: II I .<:'" 
0 uE: 

8CJ.U)laC:wJ TO yt:yov6r:; u and means literally "But Peter 
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he sees the linen clothes lying alone, and ~v2i].-t .§~'L~~ home 

wonderin.g at ·that 'dhich had come to pass" according to 

the Etiolishman's Greek New Testament. 
----~ -~---·-------·-------------·---

If this understand ing of Luke is accepted, then 

Peter and John could have left irmTlediately ctfter Iv:ic"ry 

Magdalene made her report and be~o:r~ a ny of the other 

women had returne d. This seams to be t he c ase in order 

to harmonize al l the scrlptures. 

Let us return to the main story flow now. Close 

on ·the heels of the three \·1or:1en , 1vr1o had already been at: 

t ·;:w to!llb, ·the re~3t of ·the 9roup arrives bringing spices 

(Luke 24 ~ 1) . This account should be a sepa rate section 

and not snychronous with Robertson 's Section 171. (The:ce 

is the po.:ss_ib-hli!:_y tha·t the two women of the first g:coup 

may have ~e ·!:.:_ and .re·turned with the second g r oup.) The 

\,7omen enter the tomb ·to look for the body (Luke 24:2-3} . 

They are perplexed. Two angels appear standing and address 

them (Luke 24:4-8). (The fact that they are so perplexed 

seems to indicate that the first two women had not met 

them to explain what t hey had already seen and heard.) 

The women likevTise return t .o tell the disciples (Luke 

24:9A). 

Some might reason that Peter, John and Mary 

Magdalene arrived a ·t the tomb bef<2_re the second party of 

women. Riddle's so~ution given on page 100 proposes this. 
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This would require Mary Magdalene to return to the dis-

ciples' abode or ·to meet them coming to the tomb, run back 

with them, remain after they leave to see Chiist, and then 

depart all before the second party of wom.en arrived . This 

could put the second party 1 s arrival much l~tcr thin the 

Yet Luke 

says t.hey a:cri.ved·at. da\vn. Although Riddle 's solution has 

mcri.t and should not he total ly disregarded, we should 

more logicaJ..ly put :Luke's g:roup of women m~ri ving jusJc 

after the firs·t gruu.p had left and befo~ce Pe·t:er' s and 

John's . ~ arrl va.L. Eithei way may be correct. 

Now we properly come to Robertson's Section 172--

Peter and John Visit the Empty Tomh. John's account is 

the more complete of the two Gospel records {John 20: 2B-1 0, 

Luke 2 4: 9--12). Verse ll of John's Gospel Lnplies that 

Mary Magdalene returned with them and remained after they 

lef·t. Luke's enumeration of the different women (Luke 

24:10-11) could rightly be c onsidered in~et verses. In a 

sense this arrangement upsets Luke's strict chronological 

pattern, but in a l ogical, explainable way. 

Robertson's Sec·tions 173 and 174 are correct as 

given. Christ first appears to Mary Magdalene, then to the 

other tvlO women of her party on t.heir \vay back to the 

disciples' abode. 

Section 175--The Guards Report- - next occurs in its 

proper sequential order although it refers to an event that 

happened simultaneously with Jesus' appearances. After the 
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c:;_ngels left the t.omb the guards recovered -and returned to 

the city to report. 

Final Events ----- --

From this point on the remaining sections of 

Robertson 1 s £~~rr:\c~nx_ are essentially correct, agreeing in 

the main with all the other harmonists listed in Tab le 11. 

Following Christ 1 s appearances to the disciples in Jeiu-

salem, they retire to Galilee v1here again Christ communes 

wi·th therri. Then they return to Jerus alem ~md Bethany to 

aviai·t t:.he Day o£ PenteCosJc and ·their receiving t.h.e Holy 

Spi~cit. o 

One variation of the harmonis':.s' arrangement.s 

which is not:eworl:hy and which has been men-tione d pre-

viously but not conu.'Tiented on is the placement:_ of the second 

appearance of Christ to the women much later, perhaps even 

after His appearance to Thomas and the others. One har-

monist, Nimpriss (based on Gresv.7ell--see Table 11) , feels 

that this appearance was to tell the women to instruct 

the disciples to go to Galilee. But would Jesus instruct 

His Apostles through women, or rather directly at one of 

the several meetings He had already had with them? Also 

Matthew's orderly arrangement is upset. Logical reasoning 

and the tone of Matthew's passages in Chapter 28 militate 

against this alternate arrangement. 

There are other opinions too numerous to be commented 

on formulated by scholars on the precise order of events 

following Christ 1 s resurrection. Perhaps if tho scholars 
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had devoted more time to understanding the spiritual sig-

nificance of the risen Christ and less time speculating 

about the order of events, they \·iOuldn 1 t have missed the 

real significance of Ch~ist 1 s crucifixion and resurrection 

by so much! 

Our Savior 1 .Jesus Christ-.. ····t.he Passover Lamb---v.ras 

access to the Fathei. The risen Christr as a type of the 

itT ave-sh ea f offering, was acc~_r~r:ed by the F<l ther and will 

soon be crowned King of kings and Lord of lord s to estab-

lish God's rule on this earth~ Christians have the 

fathomless opportunity to share that rule with Christ if 

they qualify! But that is only possible through the Holy 

Spirit of God that ChrJ.st offers to t h ose who ask and 

believe~ Q_yne:~c Christ is there-:. to help ~, c i' ' t u ... "J .. ~ • 



CHAPTEE SEVEN 

CONCLUSION 

Two majo:r steps have b een taken in this thesis 

tm·1ards preparing da-ta fo;: the publicat.ion_ of a new, accu­

r a t e hirmony of the Gospels. 

Fi r st, a. prope r chronolo gical framework has been 

eitablished into which the Gospel accounts can be correctly 

p l aced. Al l absolute and relative time indications have 

been analyzed to help fill i n fra:me~·;ork de-tails. 

Sc-::.cond, f:h_'!:~ major ha1:mony problems found in 

Robertson's Ha-_E'm~ny_ have been ·thoroughly analyzed to find 

the right arrangement of events consistent wi t h all the 

scriptures a nd the basic premises established in t he 

Introduction to this thesis. Solutions--some perhaps 

speculative--have been offered for these problems. 

Of course, there are still other are as which need 

analysis and solution but are beyond the scope of this 

the s is. Thes e other problems v1ill have ·to be tackled--and 

solved--before a new harmony can be pub lished. Perhaps a 

committee can be established t.o finalize ·the solu-tions and 

design of such a new h armony if publication is ever 

approved. 

I h~ve included in the appendixes the first three 

pages of a pr0!2_<_2Sed ne·w harmony ·to sho\-1 its general appear-
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ance and some of the fe~tures. A page format approximately 

equivalent to an Oxford wide-margin Bible is suggested to 

allow students arnple room to mak.e notes and comrnents. 

The study of harmonies of the life of Christ is 

very interes·ting, thought_ pJ:ovoLing, and stimulating~ 

Most of us spend a good deal of time in our Freshman year 

reading and studying the harmony but fail to do much more 

study in the harmony in later years. Yet there lies a 

wealth of under s tan~ing and inspiration in this work! 

'I'he. solutions to some of the harmony problems I 

have presented are off0red as a way of increasing our 

knm·1ledge ab<)Ut the life and tir;-tes of Jesus Christ and for 

the preparation of a new harmony! 

/ 



Festival 

Passover 

Feast of 
Unleav­
ened 
Bread 

Pentecost 

'l'rumpets 

Atone­
ment 

Feast of 
Taber­
nacles 

Last 
Great Day 

Dedication 
(25 Kislev) 

Purim 
14 Adar I 

5 B.C. 

Fri. 
Apr.21 

Sa.b. 
Apr.22 

Fri. 
Apr.28 

Hon. 
Junel2 

Non. 
Oct. 2 

VJed. 
Oct.ll 

Mon. 
Oct.l6 

Sun. 
Oct.22 

Ivlon. 
Oct.23 

4 B.C. ---

~·\led. 

Apr.ll 

Thur. 
Apr.12 

Wed. 
Apr.18 

Hon. 
June 4 

Sab. 
Sept22 

Mon. 
Oct. 1 

Sab. 
Oct. 6 
Fri. 

Oc·t .12 

Sab. 
Oct.13 

3 B.C. 

Sab. 
Har.31 

Sun. 
Apr. 1 

Sab. 
Apr. 7 

Mon. 
May 21 

Tues. 
SeptlO 

Thur. 
Septl9 

Tues. 
Sept24 

Iv:lon. 
Sept30 

Tues. 
Oct. 1 

APPENDIX I 

JULIAN CALENDAR DATES 

10 A.D. 

\!\Ted~ 

Apr.l6 

r..rhur. 
Apr.l7 

vved . 
Apr.23 

Hon. 
June 9 

Sab. 
Sept27 

IV\on. 
Oct. 6 

Sab. 
Oc-1:.11 
Fri. 

Oct.l7 

Sab. 
Oc t .18 

27 .lLD. 

wca. 
Apr. 9 

Thur. 
Apr.lO 

VVedo 
P ... p:L 16 

l-Ion. 
June 2 

Sab. 
Sept20 

Mon. 
Sept29 

Sab. 
Oc·t. 4 
Fri. 

Oct.10 

Sab. 
Oct.11 

Fri. 
Dec.12 

Sun. 
M3.r. 28 

28 A.D. 

Non. 
Apr.26 

Tues~ 

Epr.27 
Mon. 

May 3 

jYlon. 
~Tune21 

Thur. 
Oct. 7 

Sab. 
Oct,l6 

'I'hurs. 
Oct.21 
~veCJ. 

Oct.27 

Th,~r" 
Oct.28 

Thur. 
Dec.30 

Fri. 
J:·~ar .18 

[ 

29 A.D. 

Sab. 
Apr,l6 

St:tn ... 
Jipr .17 

S;::,b. 
Jl ... pr. 2 3 

Mon. 
June 6 

Tues. 
Sept27 

'J'hur. 
Oct. 6 

Tues. 
Oct.ll 

l'~l011 c: 

Oct.l7 

Tues. 
Oct.18 

Hon. 
Dec$ J:-9 

Tues. 
J:.'.ar. 7 

30 A.D. 

Wec11;J 
Apr. 5 

Thur. 
Ap:;:-, 6 
~'led. 

ArJr .12 

Non. 
Ivlay 29 

Sab. 
Septl6 

Mon. 
Sept25 

Sab. 
Sept30 
Frl~ 

Oct. 6 

Sab. 
Oct . . 7 

S::1b ~ 
Dec. 9 

Tues, 
MC3.T. 27 

31 A.D. 

h'ed. 
Apr.25 

Thur. 
Ap:r. 26 

\\Ted. 
f.'Iay .?. 

Hon. 
.June l8 

Sab. 
Oct:. 6 

Hon. 
Oct:., 15 

Sab. 
Oct.20 
Fri. 

Oct. 26 

Sab. 
Oct.27 

l: 
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APPENDIX II 

SlJ:1PLE PiiGES OF PEOPOSED Nm"1 HA.Rf,10NY 



117 

-----·--><--------·-··--·------·-~-·---·--------------

PART i 

INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS 

§1. LUKE'S PREFACE 

Lute 1:1-4 

1 1!"-,0RASMUCH as m:, ;y lwve 
~ l . 

j.:_""'~ taken in hand to set forth in 
order a Ccc;aration of tho~e 

tPings which are most sure.ly beUeved 
among us , 

2 Eve;~ as they delivered ihem ur:.to 
us, which . from the hes,inni;;g were 
eyewitnesses, and wir,isters of the 
word (See Acts 10:39-41); 

3 It s~emed good tv me also, having 
.bad perfect understanding of dl thin~s 
from the v.cry first, to write unto thee 
u1 order, most excellent Tlleophilus 
(See A cis I : 1), 

4 That thou miL~htest know the cer­
tainty of those thin;;;s, wherei ·, thou 
hast been iw;tructed. 

----------------------------------------------~ 
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-----·--···-----~-----·-----·· ·-···--·----- ----------· 1 

P/\RT !! 

THE E!RT~I AND CHILDHOOD OF .1ESUS CHRIST 
AND OF JOiH~ THE BAPTIST 

June 5 B.C. to September 27 A.D. 

§§2-.lS. 'I'itese sections include the foretelling, birth, infancy, and chi!d/wod 
of both Jesus and John. 

§2. THE BIRTH OF JOH1:~ FORETOLD 

In the Temple, Jeru:Hh:'m, June 3-l fi, 5 B.C. 

Luke I :5-25 

5 f'lJ-HiERE was in the days of 
Ji Herod, 1he king of Jude;:, a 

certain pri;:st named Zacha­
rias, of the conrse of Abijah (See I 
Chron . 24:7, 10, 19) : and his wife was 
of the dauf}ltcrs of Aaron, and her 
name was Eiisabeth . 

6 And they were both righteous be­
fore God, walking in all the command­
ments and ordinances of the L8rd 
blameless . 

7 And they had no child, because 
that Elisabeth was barren, and they 
both were now well advanced in yeE:-s. 

8 A11d it came t0 pass, that while he 
executed the priest's office before God 
in the order of his course, 

9 According to the custom of the 
priest's office, his lot was to burn in­
cense when he went into the temple of 
the Lord . 

10 And the whole muititude of the 
people were praying without at the 
time of incense . 

11 And there appeared unto him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the alter of incense. 

2 

12 And whei1 z,cha.rias saw him, he 
was troubled, and fear fell upon him . 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias : for thy prayer is 
heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall 
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his 
name John . 

14 Alid thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at his 
birth . 

15 For he shall be great i.<1 the sight 
of the Lord, and shaH drink neither 
wine nor strong drink (See Num . 6:3 ; 
Judg. 13:4-6; 1 Sam . 1:11) ; and he 
shall be filh! with the Holy Spirit 
from his mother's womb. 

16 And many of the children of Is­
rael shall he turn to the Lord their 
God . 

17 Al1d he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elijah (See 
Mai. 3: I : 4 :5·6), to tum the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the d is­
obedient to the wisdom of the just; to 
make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord . 

18 And Zacharias said unto the an-

I 

l 
I 



~----

1 

§3 . BIRTH AND CHILDI!OOD OF JESUS CJJRJST AND JOHN 

Luke 1:5-25 

gel, Whereby shaH I know this? for I 
am an old man, :md my wife well ad­
var ced i_n years. 

I 9 Ami the angel an swerir.g said un­
to hL:n, I am Gc>briel, tha1 staw! in tr,e 
presence of God (See Dan. 8 :16; 
9:21); and am sent to speak unto ther~. 
rJJd to sh0'8 thrC' these gbd tidi.n;:s . 

20 And, behold, thou slldt be 
dumb, anct not be able io speah., untii 
the day that t!1ese things shall be per­
formed, because thou believest not my 
words, which shall be fulfilkd in thtir 
sCoason. 

21 And the people waitl'd for Zach­
arias, and marvelled that he tnried so 

lonr; in the kmplc. 
22 And when he came out, he could 

not speak unto 1hem: ar.d thti' per­
ceived that hr. h~d seen a vision in the 
temple: for he beckon;:d unto th~m, 
and rema.in~.d speechless. 

23 And it came to pass, th·,_:t, as 
soon as tlr~ days of his rninistr3tion 
were accomplished, he departed to his 
own house . 

24 And after tho8e days his wife 
Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself 
five rno;;ths, saying, 

25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me 
in the d~ys v.·hcreinhe looked on me, to 
take away my reproach among men. 

§3. THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD 

NazareL\. Mid-December 5 B.C. 

Luke 1 :26-38 

26 And in the sixth month the an~el 
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth . 

27 To a virgin I espoused2 to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David ; and the virgin's name was 
Mary. 

28 A~'1d the angel came in unto her, 

and said, Hail thou that art highly fa­
vou red , the Lord is with thee: blessed 
art thou among \'iOmen. 

29 And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this 
should be. 

30 And the angel said unto her, 

l Greek - - :<.~ ~· {.•;:;·J (parthenon)._1he Old Tcst:uncnt Hebrcw 1ll}?,::(lsa. 7 :14 -a 
prophecy about ~!ary) C311 be tr~nsiated either yotmR woman or rir!ill, but more ex~ct New 
Testament Greek words - _, -~ ·: -~ . _ . ( accus .. smg.) or ~ -,- ·: < ·, _ <; (nom .. sing.) always m.;an 
a young, unmarried I but not !ICcessarily une·;pou,cd) virgin . 
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2Espousa! - Espou,in!! was a sole:-tm cn~:J~cment or contract of marriage made before 
witn esses; after which tJ1e p:mics v:erc accounkd husband and wife. althou;h they might live 
~cparate for some time after. Generally six months or a yc.U" intervened between the espousals I 

1-~-- -------a-n-d nuptials (De. 20:7; 22:23-24 ; 24 :5). 3 -----------.J 
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